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The new constitution proposed for Wew-York, 
being inserted chiefly for reference, is divided with 
less hesitation, (not, however, to be separated when 
the volume is bound up), because most of those 
:mmediately interested in it must have been alrea- 
dy furnished with a copy through their own local 

ers. 

Phe article headed “‘Desultory Remarks,” has 
extended to alength much beyond that which was 
anticipated when we commenced writing them; but 
it seemed as if we could not make them much 
shorter in conformity with what it appeared we 
were called upon to say. Congress willsoon meet, 
and those who prefer documents and facts to spe- 
culations and opinions, will be freely indulged.— 
Among the important papers that may soon be ex- 
pected, is the return of the late census, which we 
shall insert in one body of matter, with compara- 
tive statements and explanatory remarks: so also 
we shall manage the returns as to manufactures, 
when received. 

Mr. B. Invenz, ‘who has retired from the editor- 
ship of the Washington City Gazette, proposes to 
publish a new paper in that city to be called the 
“Columbian Observer’”’—to appear next week, and 
be issued weekly, semi-weekly or daily, according 
to the patronage likely to be afforded. 

THE wExT coneress. We learn from the Na- 
tional Intelligencer, that of the 187 members that 
compose the house of representatives of the 17th 
congress just about to meet, 91 are new members, 
and there are two vacancies, one in Vermont, the 
other in Kentucky. Some of the new members, 
however, have belonged to other congresses. In 
the senate of 48, there are 8 new members, in- 
cluding the 2 from the new state of Missouri. In 
the house there is also one delegate each from 
Michigan and Arkansas. 





Pustic zanns, The legislatures of Rhode Is- 
land and New Jersey, in addition to those hitherto 
mentioned, have passed resolutions similar to those 
adopted by Maryland, respecting the appropria- 
lion of public lands for the purposes of education: 

Porutation or Tar U. S. The last “Enquirer” 
sivés a corrected account of the populatien of Vir- 
bila, as ascertained by the late census. Thereal 
‘mount is as follows: 


Whites 3 ; - 603,050 
Slaves ‘ : E 425,153 
Free blacks . ‘ ° 36,879 
Other persons . - 250 

1,065,332 


Shewing an increase of 90,710 persons since the 
“ehsus of 1810, when the population stood thus— 
Whites : - $57,534 
Slaves ‘ f . 392,518 
Free blacks, &c. . 2 24,570 





Th 974,622 
wt € Eastern district contains 917,798 persons, of 
Cont the Whites are 469,950; the Western (24 
unties) 147,534, of whom 133,100 are whites. 
Vou, XXL——-13, 


Desatses. The editors of the National Intelli- 
gencer have engaged a competent gentleman. to 
assist them in taking down the debates of congress, 
and we hope that they will be requited for this ef- 
fort to serve the public. 





Tue maits. From the National Intelligencer. On 
enquiry at the proper department, we learn that 
the principal injuries lately sustained by the mail 
of the United States, in its progress between 
Charleston, S. C. and Baltimore, were owing to 
the improper conduct of a sub-contractor, who 
was promptly dismissed from the service; and that 
the contractor was charged for the full amount 
of penalties incurred by the carelessness of his 
driver. 





Tuk NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT, &c. Mr. Broughton, 
editor of the “Norfolk Herald,” has politely insert- 
ed the whole matter that we gave in the Register 
of the 10th inst. explanatory of the reasons why 
the case of com. Barron was referred to in a for- 
mer essay on the naval establishment. He says 
he is now satisfied that nothing more was meant 
in my allussion to it “than met the eye,” and com- 
pliments the efforts made in this paper, in favor of 
national economy, in terms too flattering for me to 
repeat, though sincerely grateful for his good opi- 
nion. I quote the following extracts from his re- 
marks for the simple purpose of renewing the 
question, why the commodore receives full pay 
without being permitted to render the slightest 
services for it? and to draw the attention of Mr. B. 
to a misapprehension of my design in the reforma- 
tion contemplated by the original essay — 

*sWe say too, with Mr. Niles, why is not commo- 
dore Barron employed? Why is he not permitted 
(and ’tis the wish nearest his heart, we believe 
to render some service as an equivalent for his full 
pay’ Be the service what it may, we say, give him 
something todo. But instead of this, if we may 
judge from appearances, his employment has ne- 
ver been contemplated; no, not even at the time 
when he was restored to full pay. 

«While, however, we express our surprise, that 
an officer of com. Barron’s rank and qualifications 
should be compelled to remain idle, though receiy- 
ing full pay, we are not prepared to go the full 
length of Mr. Niles’ proposition, ani strike from 
the navy list every officer for whom the govenment 
has no immediate employment,” &c. Thien fole 
lows some good and sufficient reasons why there 
should be retained in the naval establishmeit, a 
greater number of officers than there can be any 
real service for in a time of peace. 

if Mr. Broughton, or any other gentleman; will 
do me the honor to refer again to what I first said 
about this establishment, it must be observed that 
the object of the essay was as much to preserve the 
efficiency of the navy, as to reduce its expenses, by 
driving out the “drones;” and it was by accomplish- 
ing the latter, that [hoped still to keep it a favorite 
with the people, taxed to support it. Much time 
was spent on that article toshew the necessity, ab- 
solute necessity, of maintaining for the service, 
every officer qualified to benefit his country; nay, 





I said that there was “an imperious obligation im- 
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posed on the nation to take charge of them,” sug- 


fresting only that, for a while, fewer youths should 
be received asmidsbipmen. It was those only that 
never have rendered any ‘services, unless of the 
most ordinary character, and of whom no efficient 
services can be expected—that I wished to be 
dismissed; adding, “the nature of the profession 
requires that we should have many times more supe- 
rior officers on the list than are actually employed 
ag sea, or in fitting for sea;” but it did not follow 
because a person had obtained rank by the “mere 
force of seniority,” that he should retain it, “though 
manifestly destitute of all the requisites that belong 
to it, or unwillingto exert them.” And there are 
many of these that never will be employed in ac- 


pose of confidence in them—or by reason of their 
own determination to live on shore as long as they 


they are called upon to buffet the waves and bear 
our flag to distant climes. A number of these, 
of one character or the other, are well known. I 
could uame several, but, though they never fought, 
or intend to fight, the enemy of our country at 
sea, they might shew their valor by attacking me 
on land: however, it is against my rule to mention 
names and make out personal cases. I only state 
what appears to be matter of fact, leaving the up- 
plication of it to those to whom it belongs. I may 
be mistaken, but I am confirmed in the opinion, and 
I know, also, that it is the belief of some of the most 


the cost of the navy, may be accomplished without 
jischarging one officer, meritorious for past, useful 
for present, or to be contided in for future services— 
who, to use a seaman’s phrase, never were, are 
not, and never will be, any more than ‘live lumber.’ 
It is these, and these only, that 1 argued in favor of 
the discharge of; and how it is that some of them 
have managed to keep their places so long, is truly 
wonderful. 
I do not affect to suggest other reformations 
in the navy than that the public money shall not 
be wasted on such officers; but I have heard it said, 
more than once, by different gentlemen of the na- 
vy, that, if the grade of sailing-master was abolish- 
ed and a new grade created, to be conferred on the 
oldest-and ablest midshipmen, as in the line of pro- 
motion, a saving of 50 or 60,000 dollars a year 
might be brought about, without the least probabi- 
lity of injury to the service. It is said, that among 
the midshipmen are many fitted for extensive com- 
mands, with a great surplus to fill up the subordi- 
nate places which shall be occupied by the grade 
proposed to be established. But, in this respect, I 
merely relate what I have heard others say, not pre- 
tending to an opinion on the subject, further than 
what the apparent reasonableness of the thing it- 
self may justify. 
There are at present about 75 sailing-magters on 
the list, of whom about 20 are required for actual 


75 at 40 dollars per month, 
730 rations each, at 25 cents, “ 


per ann. 36,000 
13,687 
49,687 

And there are, no doubt, many little et ceteras— 
incidental or necessary to the grade. 

FOREIGN NEWS. arrivals at New-York and 
Boston, London dates to the 9th of October have 
been received. They do not contain any import- 
ant items of news. The follewing are the chief 





things mentioned:— 


—————— 

The average price of wheat at Liverpool fo; th 
last week in Sept. was 70s. 7d. per qr.; Am, “Teg 
from 33 to 35s. in bond, dulland nominal. It appears 
certain that the quality of the crop in England me 
been much injured by the rains—the greater bee 
will have to be kiln-dryed—but the guantity of e4; 
ble grain is not less than usual. There is no Prosper 
of opening the ports, except for the introduction of 
grain from the British colonies, which may be in, 
ported for consumption when the average of th. 
three months exceeds 67s per quarter—other grain 
cannot be so received until the price is 80s. p,, 
if even the former should take place, it may hare 
considerable effect on the price of our flour an; 
grain, though bread stuffs are exceedingly abup. 
dant on the neighboring continent and very Joy, 
After the arrivais, some parcels of flour, bought on 
speculation, were sold at New-York for 7 dollar 
and 7 1.8; the wholesale price at Philadelphia ang 
Baltimore is $64—but not much doing in the art. 
cle. It is the opinion of many that the late excite. 
ment in England was chiefly produced, and ws 
even yet partially kept up, by speculators—one of 
whom is said to have cleared 40,000/. by his m. 
nagement, which other persons must have lost. We 
do not like to take the responsibility of advising ou 
readers on this matter; but if we had flour,we should 
most certainly sell it for even less than six dolls 
and an half, if we could get it. 

The king started on his tour to the continent 
the 24th of September, landed at Calais on the 26th, 
proceeded to Brussels on the 27th, visitedithe field 
of Waterloo in company with the duke of Welling. 
ton, and on the 28th dined, in great ceremony, with 
the king of the Netherlands. Wellington and Cx 
tlereagh have returned to England. It is reported 
that many German princesses have thrown them: 
selves in the way of the king’s route. 

So great is the reduction of the business of the 
bank of England, that it is said 125 clerks are tobe 
discharged. 

Sir Robert Wilson has demanded a court muttid 
as to his dismissal from the army, and was promptly 
refused it. 

It is reported that the famous Bergami died with 
a complaint in the bowels, very suddenly, thre 
days after the British queen’s decease. 

Stocks—3 per cent. consols 71 1-8; Americi 
three’s 70; five’s 1014 a 102; new sixes 99a ll 
according to date; U.S. bank stock 231. 

The prospect now is, that war will not take place 
between Russia and Turkey. It is even said thi 
the Russian troops, which were on the Turki 
frontier, have been ordered back to their old qua 
ters; but we have not yet been furnished with a0 
positive intelligence on the subject. The questid! 
of peace or war appears rather to rest upon opinias 
than facts. ‘The Greeks and Thessalonians )? 
obtained a great victory over the pacha of Saloni‘ 
—the monks of Mount Athos took a decided part!" 
it, passing among their countrymen and éxhortily 
them by their voices and gestures. The Sr 
bishop of Salonica, and many merchants, had bee 
murdered by the Turks. A pastoral letter ft? 
the (new) Patriarch has been read in the Gre 
churches at Constantinople, assuring the 6 
community of the protection of government, ™ 
recommending a peaceable conduct. This we 
arch, it isalleged by the Greeks at Odessa, has a 
irregularly, appointed—they consider him *. 
mere creature of the Porte, nay, even a Jew 1" . 
guise, and say that they will not recogniz¢ a 
The Greeks are reported to have gained somé , st 
advantages at sea—particulgrs uot stated. 
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naval force és said to consist of 150 ships, carrying 
from 15 to 40 guns, a greater number having fewer 
than 15, and of about 500 armed with from 2 to 5 

uns: the maritime means of the Greeks are cer- 
tainly very great, but not, we should suppose, equal 
to such a power as this. 

Lord Strangford, the British minister at Constan- 
tinople, has addressed a note to the Porte, inter- 
oeding for the preservation of the remains of an- 
tiquity at Athens, about to be besieged by the 
‘Turks; and the commander of the Turkish troops, 
advancing against that city, has received especial 
orders that they may not be injured. 

The affairs of Ali Pacha, of Janina, are again 
said to be desperate—the report is that he had of- 
fered propositions of accommodation, which have 


been rejected by the Turks: but we have had many 


such reports. 

Tbe Turks hold several fortresses in the Morea, 
but appear to have suffered several defeats. By 
the capture of Monombasia, one of the strongest 
forts in the Morea,the Greeks obtained 20,000 stand 
of arms, and great quantities of the munitions of 
war. Thessaly is eyacuated by the Turks. 

We regret to hear that “a]l attempts which have 
been made to forma concentrated Greek govern- 
ment and to dissolve the separate authorities, have 
h.therto proved unsuccessful.” 

The Turks have promulgated a report that their 
fieet has been joined by 12 ships from Egypt, and 
that now they can meet tne Greeks. 

‘ihere is much prospect of « rising of the people 
of the Jonian islands to drive out their protectors, 
the British—in which we most heartily wish them 
success. : 

Seven French ships of war, one British and one 
Dutch, were lying at Smyrna on the 2nd of August. 


The late prospect of another revolution seems to 
have disappeared in Spain. It is reported that the 
British minister at Madrid demanded the punish- 
meut of a printer for a gross libel on shis majesty,’ 
George 1V. he had spoken frecly of the king and his 
vices—the Spanish government ordered the trial 


of the printer; but the tribunal, which answers to. 


our grand jury, quashed the proceeding, hy say- 
ing that they saw not matter of prosecution in the 
act alleged, and here the affair must rest as to 
Spain. Thisis laughable when we recollect what 
is said of the king at home. 

The city of Barcelona is almost deserted on ac- 
count of a deadly sickness that rages init. There is 
a grandee of Spain calied count Montezuma, said 
to be a descendant of the ancient emperors of 
Mexico. His sudden disappearance from Madrid 
and reported embarkation at Bordeaux, has caused 
much speculation. 


The kingdom of Naples and states of the church 
are almost over-run with bands of robbers—who 
appear to have while districts subject to them. 
A formidable insurrection has broken out at Pa- 
lermo—some Austrian troops had left Naples to 
Testore order. 

The landgrave of Hesse was negociating a loan 
of forty thousand florins, which was intended to de- 
fray the expenses of the honor of receiving a visit 
from the king of England! 


_ The emperor of Russia remained at St, Peters- 
Surg on the 9th Sept. It was rumored that he 
Would start for the southern provinces about the 
20th. The arrival of couriers was very frequent, 
and an idea prevailed that there would not be a 
war with Turkey. The Austrian minister at‘Con- 


- Desultory Remarks. 
FROM “FREEDOM’S CHAIR.” | 


“Plate sin with gold, _ ae 

And the strong lance of justice hurtless brea 

Clothe itin rags, a pigmy straw will pieree it. 
“To say that private men have nothing todo with government 
—is a dishonest saying—for it is to say, that men have nothing to 
do with their own happiness or misery—that people ought hot to 
concern theinsclves about their personal safety er happiness~or 
whether they are naked or clothed, fed or starved, deceived or ine 
structed, protected or destroyed.” Cato’s Letters. 
“When the affairs of a nation are ill condacted, and that they 
suffer through the incapacity or the perverseness of those who 
have the care of government, private people are justified in step- 
ing a little out of their private station. They enjoy a right of 
somewhat more dignity than that of idle lamentation ovér the 
public afflictions. They may Idok imto them narrowly—and act 
upon them freely.” Edm. Burke. 


“Obsta Prircipiis.—Nip the shoots of arbitrary power in the bud, 
is the only maxim which can/ever preserve the liberties of any 
people. When the people give way, their deceivers, betrayers and 
destroyers press upon them so fast that there is no resisting af- 
terwards.” John Adams. 


It is said now in common discuurse that public opinion is the 
mistress of the world—I say it is the only sovereign that must be 
dethroned=if it be uot—it will soon dethrone all others. 


De Ligne. 
ale ; 
“Economy is of itself a great revenue.” 
“Trath is a vietor without violence.” Dickinson. 


Of the government—higi notiens about it—respect 
yourself, if you would be respected—the pudlic 
goose mentioned—thankful for miseries!—a rub- 
bing of eyes after a long nap—woe, unto the 
spoilers—Mr. Hugner’s big book and “black 
list’’—to credit a debtor by “running away,”some- 
times desirable!—a promise to do a great thing! 
—for the prevention and reformation of default- 
ers~-value of prompt settlements of the public 
accounts—a little “rat” caught, bigger ones run- 
ing at large, and great folks at Washington—a 
most abominable case of defaulting noticed, and 
what are faithrul services—how to pay off ade- 
faulter’s debts--laughing philosophers and weep- 
ing philosophers—“half horse half alligator”— 
the attention of congress invited and some re~ 
marks on common fame—the “drawing room” 
—a living mummy, semi-men and a gorgeous 
lady—how she was bedecked, and who paid the 
cost of it—proposition tothe president to have 
the lists of deiaylters bound up in Wwoxr’s skin’ 
and nailed at the door-posts, an idea for which f 
have some thought of claiming a patent!—the 
darning of stockings recommended, for the sake 
of common decency—what should be fashiona- 
ble—congress about to assemble--a most im: 
portant matter of etiquette requiring prompt at- 
tention—hobby horses of the session, as rostrums 
to speak from— good saying about the “Seminole 
war’—argumentation and the lawyers—admi- 
rable extract from the Charleston *Courier”’— 
the more days the more eight dollars—privai 
members of congress and representatives of the 
people—sawing wood and hearing long speeches 
—a pleasant hope cherished—revenue, pros- 
pects of—manufacturesand growth of wooland 
flax—“Uncle Sam’s” grey goose .and the /ezisla- 
ture of necessity—easier to borrow than collect, 
just now—precious things a-head!—-wild reform- 
ers—stick to specific appropriations—obsolete 
doctrines and vulgar matters—the sinKING FUND 
and a laugh at a subject not laughable~~ad. 
vertisement for a matter strayed or stolemy 
and a great reward offered—confusion confused, 
2 and 3do not make 6—the labor of the brains. 
sins of omission——the question’’——abstract ques- 





Slantinople acts, pro tem, for Russia. 





tions of right and positive benefits Virginia and 
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N. York or Pennsylvania,;&c.-—of the word «infi- 
nitely’’——population, small farmers and compara- 
tive statements—-the difference between acting 
and, talking--a hint to myself—advancing back- 
wards—-effects of polity-—-working people, and 
their utility-—-protected orders and the right of 
sufirage—-more comparisons--how to make a 
small state a large one, ora large state a small 
one—praciical translation of the phrase ne eutor 
ulira crepidam——theory and practice—exaltation 
of the free laboring classes--the state of things 
in France before and since the revolution—about 
extinguishing the public debt!—no matter who 
governs I must be a ¢ax-puyer—the lash of po- 
verty—thanks to the reader, and a “farewell for 
the present.” 

It is now more than six months since I held a 
fire-side conversation with my numerous readers 
and friends, on things of deep interest to them and 
myself, as joint members of the government of the 
U. States. Of the government? .- Yes, sirs, of the 
government: by the gift of Gov, the wisdom and valor 
of our fathers, and the constitution of theland. It 
is true, lamentably true, that “we the people” have 
not been much minded in these latter times--.if we 
paid handsomely into the treasury, all was well-- 
and it isin such payments that a large part of our 
merit consists, in the estimation of too many of 
those who live upon the products of our labor, ex- 
acted from usin the shape of taxes. But if weare 
less .steemed than we ought to be, the fault is our 
owns, hey who do not respect themselves cannot 
hope forthe respect of others. That earnest dis- 
pésition to look into our own political affairs, for 
which we once were so remarkabie, has nearly 
ceased to operate; else we have given up our de- 
gires to the success or defeat of certain little, dirty, 
local factions, suffering the great concerns of the 
nation to get along as wellas they may. Besides, 
it israther eut of fashion, just now, to talk of the 
people’s money, the people’s interests and welfare 
—nay, it smells like *jacobinism;” and, perhaps, 
partakes of ‘French influence,” for one to com 
plain of a plucking of the public goose, by which so 
many repose on beds of down, The truth is, as it 
appears to me, that the office-holders and office- 
seekers, united with contractors and public de- 
faulters, have a much larger portion of influence 
than the tar.payere of the republic. The weight 
of the former is every where visible; and we see 
it as plainly as we can discern a nose ona man’s 
face, even in the hall of our representatives, as 
they are called—but the interests of the people, in 
forma pauperis, wanders through the lobbies, hap- 

y, indeed, to receive a kind look now and then 
rom some of its reputed servants. However, thanks 
be to misery and hard times!—the people are awak- 
ening from a long nap, and beginning to think that 
they must look into their own affairs, as they used 
to do, and hold every member of congress severely 
responsible for every vote that he gives. When 
they are fairly awake, wo be unto you, ye tribes 
of office-holders and office-hunters, who buy and 
sell the welfare of the people, whose principle it 
is to pursue your own interest!—for many of you 
will be tumbled head-long from your lofty places; 
~and if you lie there in the mire of your own mis- 


deeds until Zhelp you cut of it—be assured, that | 


you will remain there a considerable time; and af- 
ter a plentiful disgorging for the benefit of your 
health! 

In my last «desuitory remarks,” a good deal was 
said about a large book that had shortly before 


de 
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ie ce] 


Hagner, third auditor of the treasury, giving the 
names of persons and amounts of money apparent. 
ly due by them on his books, of more than three 
years standing; the egate of which exceeded 
the sum of fifteen millions of dollars. It is noto. 
rious, that not one cent is due from many persons 
so reported, by reason of the difficulty and delay 
that so commonly attends the settlement of an ac. 
count with the public; and an honest Kentuckian, 
whose name was so infamously posted, indignantly 
denied the fact, saying also, “that he would rather 
be called a highwayman than a public defaulter,” 
and some others have felt it right to clear up their 
characters in respect to such charges. We now 
hope thata good many of these accounts have been 
adjusted—even settled, as 1 am sometimes glad to 
close some of my own, in a credit “by running 
away,’ “by the benefit of insolvency,” &c.—and I 
do trust that, as we are so'much in want of cash at 
this time, Mr. Hagner has collected a million or two, 
—It would look so handsome in his new report, 
that I promise him to select the best quill in my 
bunch, and make of it the finest pen that I can, 
to write out for him the most beautiful compliment 
in my power to offer, for an act so meritorious. | 
shall not forget this promise, when the new list is 
published. 

Ihave oftentimes thought that one half or two. 
thirds of these balances on the books of the dif. 
ferent auditors, or due to the general post office, 
kc. &c. might have been prevented, and that many 
of those that exist be soon wiped off, by a short 
act of congress, declaring that no person whatever, 
should hold an office of profit or honor in the U. 
States, whose accounts were twice reported as be- 
ing unsettled more than three years—or become a 
party to any new contract or dealing with the go- 
vernment or its officers: conditioned also, that the 
fact of being reported once, as owing money more 
than three years, should in like manner disqualify 
persons, unless some reasons were given by the 
officer having the matter under charge, to shew 
that the reputed defaulter still remained on the 
books without any omission of duty on his part to 
have the account closed; which reasons should be 
submitted, first to the judgment of a select com- 
mittee of the house of representatives, and then 
be approved of or rejected by a resolution of both 
houses—no excuse, however, being admitted for a st- 
cond report of such delinguency. This might beat 
hard in some cases, and deprive us of a few meri- 
torious officers, but it would be productive of 
mighty benefits to the nation; and laws are enacted 
more for the coercion of dishonest men than the 
regulation of the upright. And tosecure the ob- 
servance of this regulation, it might be further 
enacted, that any officer who neglected to return 
such delinquents, should be declared infamous by 
statute—forever irrepealable as to him, except on 
ample proof of innocency of intention, or through 
honest mistake. As the great object, just now, is 
to replenish the treasury, perhaps this suggestion 
may be worthy of consideration; for a prompt set- 
tlement of accounts can hardly be valued at less 
than a million of dollars a year—communibus annit. 

While reflecting on this subject, I am naturally 
led to speak of certain things that have occurred in 
regard to the post office establishment. We have 
lately seen in all the newspapers a pompous are 
count of “a rat caught,” “a rat-ferretted out, 
through the address of the post master at Peters 
burg, Virginia; who contrived matters so that & 
young man at Louisburg. in N. C. was detected 18 
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sons. This was very clever, and I feel much in- 
debted to the gentleman for the ingenuity and per- 
severance exerted in catching the little «rat;” still 
i think there are many bigger ones, attached even 
to this establishment, that are not only running at 
large, but who are great politicians and very im- 

ortant men at Washington city and elsewhere. 
The following, I verily believe, is about a just re- 
presentation of a case that exists in relation to a 
certain postmaster—it has been repeatedly publish- 
ed as a fact, and I have heard it an hundred times 
reported in conversation, without any sort of caveat 
against it. If it is not true, the honor of the go- 
vernment requires that it should be contradicted— 
for if it is true, it is one of the greatest outrages 
on common decency that 1 ever heard of. This is 
what is said—that the postmaster alluded to, 
through his powerful connections, aidedjby the 
force of party-feeling, took the place of a person 
dismissed, without the allegation of a fault in the 
management of the office;—whether the dismissal 
was right or wrong is nothing—but it exceedingly 
increased the obligation on the successor to behave 
circumspectly. Well, seated in the office. through 
office-rent and the various et ceteras that hang about 
«Uncle Sam’s” accounts, asthey do to a taylor’s 
bill, he received a sum that amounted to between 
4.and 5000 dollars a year, if not exceeding the lat- 
ter. This was not enough, and he became minus 
inbis accounts with the general post office in the 
neat little sum of ¢hirty thousand dollars, Now, the 
plain republican wil! suppose that he was instantly 
turned out, and, with his securities, handed over 
to the district attorney for judgment and execution 
according to law. No, no; the story does not tell 
thus—it was generously agreed that the office 
should be put out to nurse for his benefit until the 
deficiency was paid off! That is—a special agent 
was appointed whose duty it was [and is] to receive 
and pay over, and manage all the money concerns 
of the office, (the officer himself not being per- 
mitted to handle any part of the current cash), al- 
lowing, however, to the said officer the full amount 
of his compensation; some part of which goes to 
credit the sum defaulted, and the other part to the 
support of himself and family, on account of his 
faithful services to the public! Now, if what isre- 
tained by the agent, of the emoluments, office-rent, 
kc. &c. of the post master, shall even be 2000 dol- 
lars a year, the principal of the debt and its interest, 
will be paid off in twenty or twenty-two years, for 
which space of time and for the purposes stated 
above, there seems to be a sort of understanding 
that he shall be supported by the people— 


“As snug 
“As a bug 
i “In arug.” 

It is with deep mortification and sincere regret 
that this case has been referred to—but { shall not 
£ive ita location or name. It is of no importance 
where or with whom it happened, if the facts stated 
are true, and, from personal and political feeling, I 
should be very glad to hope that they are not; but 
! must firmly believe that the material things men- 
tioned are solemn realities If so, they ought to be 
proclaimed on the house-top. There is nothing in 
them that corresponds with the genius of our in- 
stitutions, and it is the excess of folly to point out 
the defects of foreign governments while such do- 
Ns are permitted in our own. It is true, we do not 
€xpend our millions a year on favorites, and the 
mummery of the late coronation in England, per- 

ps, cost as much as we are defaulted of in the 
Course of a whole year; but if the people of that 
Country are such intollerable asses—mere Issa- 
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chars or bearers of burthens, to support such 
foole ries, it is no reason why we should ape them, 
I am sorry to believe that too many cases like that 
reprehended, have occurred; and, what is most to . 
be feared, is that they are becoming common. Itis 
impossible for me to believe that any one should be 
placed above the operation of ordinary justice, for 
that would be to give the lie to what we contend 
is the great principle of our government; and there 
must be a responsibility incurred in every transac- 
tion of the sort, which should be closely pressed 
home on those whom it concerns, I do aver that, 
admitting the facts stated are true, the public have 
a right to know how they have happened, and an 
enquiry, by congress, is apparently necessary, for 
the sake of the example. Common fame is often- 
times a liar ~- but itis not beneath the dignity of the 
representatives of the people to ascertain how far 
common fame speaks truly in a case like this, which 
affords such a detestable precedent. 

While on the subject of defalcations, another 
mode of checking them may be suggested, and re- 
spectfully recommended to the attention of the 
president of the United States; the person that, of 
all others, ought to be most interested in this mat- 
ter—end, really, 1 would hope that he is, for I bes 
lieve him to be an honest man. 


When I tarried at Washington last winter, I went 
to our house, (commonly called the president’s), 
one evening, to see, for the first (and most proba. 
bly for the last) time, what is called “the drawing 
room;” where, indeed, I was much pleased to meet 
with some gentlemen that I should feel a pride in 
meeting with any where, and who would do honor 
to any country: and the affability—the J-eare-for- 
nobody sort of conduct that prevailed, was very 
suitable to my disposition. There was a large num- 
ber of men and women present; yet a great degree 
of order was observed, honorable to the parties 
congregated on the occasion. There were fat wi- 
dows and slim misses; one of the latter, who appear: 
ed to be the goddess of the evening, was so fetter- 
ed and laced as to cause me then to apprehend 
that, if she had the misfortune to fall down, we 
should have to lift her up, “right-on-end,” like an 
oak log, not being Jdendable—besides these, there 
was a full supply of demi.men, some of whom amus- 
ed me nota little with their tricks. But there was 
a certain woman whose splendid appearance at- 
tracted much attention—her gorgeous dress raised 
the yankee so much within me, that I asked het 
name, It was no matter what; the wife or 
daughter of one of those standing recorded on an 
auditor’s book, as a large defaulter, for more than 
three years. On this, not very gallantly, perhaps, 
instead of doing homage to the charms of the lady, 
I began to count the part that had been taken from 
my pocket to fit her out, and I supposed that it 
might amount to as much as would give a meal’s 
victuals to as worthy a person as she; for the cost 
of some of her ornaments was trumpetted in my 
ears by one that stood near me, as if he had been 
informed of them for that purpose. On retiring, 
which I pretty soon did, the thought occurred of 
suggesting to the president, that a copy of every 
auditor’s list, bound up in WOLF’s skin, should be 
nailed to the door posts of the grand entrance of 
the drawing room, with instructions to the servants 
to admit no man (or his *amily) whose name was to 
be found therein: not that I would be rude to the 
ladies—but, according to my notion of things, the 
wives and daughters of such persons would be 
much better engaged at home in darning stockings 








than in parading before the public, insulting even 
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the chief magistrate of the nation with an exhi- 
bition of their spoliations on the people: I men- 
tioned this idea te a member of congress and he 
laughed heartily at it—but said, if all such were 
excluded from the “drawing room” it would lose 
much of its brilancy—and in this I was forced to 
agree with him, So, not being encouraged in my 
old fashioned notions of decency, I gave up the pro- 
ject as hopeless—until it shall be again fashionadle 
for the people to strive to pay their debts by indus- 
try and economy. I am not without hope that the 
period for this is approaching. May heaven hasten 
the time, when those that “fear God and pay twenty 
shillings in the pound,” will be at the top of the 
Wheelagain. — 

The new congress is about to assemble, and we 
believe that there is an accession of worthy menin 
that body; but the majority, | fear, is still garrulous, 
having many two-day’s-speech-men among them, The 
first month, until “after the holidays,”’ will be given 
up to frivolities, according to custom—no import- 
ant measure will be considered in that time,—how- 
ever powerfully urged by some who think on what 
they oughtto do.* Atsome social party, perhaps, 
it will be settled what shall be the hoddy horse of 
the sessicn—the thing to be ¢ta/ked about. The 
“Seminole war’’t and the ‘Missouri question” 
served several sessions, and whether recent events 





*it may be, however, that one most momentous 
affair (which greatly agitated the mind of the 
fashionable world at Washington nearly the whole 
of last winter, and divided the people thereof into 
two parties, as hot against each other asthe Demos 
and Feds used tobe) will be settled during this pe- 
riod, as | have heard it reported that several dignifi- 
ed persons, called “henoradles,”’ have determined 
that it shall be-—being resolved not to spend ano- 
ther session in such an unpleasant siate of contro- 
versy! 

Tie amount of the dispute, I understand to be 
this—whether the lady of asecretary of one of the 
great departments of government, or the lady of a 
senator of the United States, shall frst drop a court- 
esy and say “how do you do, ma’am,” to the other. 
That such secretaries and senators are entitled 
ta be called ‘*honoradle,” [by the constetution, f sup- 
pose, though I never have seen the clause! Jis adimit- 
ted by both parties; but some contend that said 
secretarics may be called ‘their excellencies,”? which 
shews a superior grade of rank—as much so as that 
which exists between baron App'e-dumpling and 
earl Apple pie in England, &c. and great learning has 
been displayed onthe subject, by honorable mem- 
bers of congress and others. Itis agreed, I believe, 
that ihe wife of a representative of the people, or of 
a member of the lower house, holds inferior rank to 
the lady of a secretary; but it is contendéd that 
the wife of a senator, representing the sovereignty 
of a state, must be upon a par with any other lady, 
that of the president excepted. Ido not recollect 
with whom this dispute originated, and much less 
who was thought to be in the fault; but it seemed 
to me to occupy quite as much attention last winter 
as any thing else, except the «Missouri question!” 
in a certain set of persons. 

+An old lady accustomed to take up the newspa- 

ers received by her husband, acquired the habit 
of calling this word “geiei-owl;” so, when any one 
happened to ask 1n her hearing what congress was 
doing, she always replied, “they are still making 
speeches about the semi-owl war.’ This being re- 

eated several timesin the presence of an old farm- 
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in Florida, or the propriety of breaking an egg at 
its big end or little one shall be taken up for speech. 
making, we are not advised. The state of the na. 
tion, the condition and prospects of the treasury 

and the abuses that exist in different departments 
of the government, &c. are too serious matters foy 
the speech-makers; for, if they speak on these, their 
speeches must be short, and it will require much 
thinking to speak decently on them at all——pyt 
as to abstract questions, or such as depends Upon 
points of law, who is there that does not feel quali. 
hed to make a speech, and argue on this side or that 
side, or doth sides, of the case? ‘I'he able lawyer, 
who has thumped the bar of a county court-house 
with approbation, 1s almost compelled to make a 
speech to maintain his honor—at home; even jf 
delivered to empty benches or letter-writing mem. 
bers, who expect to see it in print, and will attend 
to it “at a more convenient season,” perhaps, if it 
is lustily puffed inthe newspapers. On subjects of 
this nature, the editor of the Charleston Courier 
happily expresses himself, and I copy his remarks 
because they amount to what I myself would have 
said, if I could have said it as well: 

“If the new congress steers clear of the embar- 
rassments of the last, it will still have many import- 
ant, and we may say some imperative subjects of le. 
gislation. Of these we shall occasionally exhibit our 
views—being perfectly satisfied that an American 
statesman, if he reads nothing else, always reads a 
newspaper.- The business of congress, whatever 
be its nature, may be much expedited. In the British 
parliament a debate is never adjourned over from 
day to day, but the decision is first taken. The 
legislatures of this country, with one or two of 
which we are familiar, do very seldom, if ever, ad- 
journ without coming to a decision on the question 
before them. ‘The consequence is, that, on a sub- 
ject being brought before either house, if the 
house wish information, the question is postponed; 
but if it be taken up, the leading men on both 
sides state their reasons pro and con—the house is 
aS fully informed as it could be if addressed by 
every member—and the question is taken and de-* 
cided. No time is given to prepare elaborate 
speeches, and ordinary men shrink from obtruding 
their crude ideas, after the enlightened efforts of 
their superiors. Now, in congress, every thing is 
the reverse. Six days, in which were made “tie 
heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and all that is 
in them,” would goa very little way indeed to per- 
fect a debate in congress. By that time indeed, 
they may penetrate the bark of the subject, but the 
inner covering is unaffected, and the heart is be- 
yond the reach of nine-tenths cf them, Take up 
asubdject after it has been debated at Washington, 
and you will find it exactly like a target, which has 
been exposed to ahundred cockneys. Missed en- 
tirely by a great many—a shot here and there i" 
the borders, and at the extremities, but precious 
few in the neighborhood of the heart or head. The 
truth is, and it is too serious to joke about, that the 
representatives’ hall seems to be a school of de- 
clamation, a gymnasium for the tongue! and we, 
the sovereign people, are compelled to pay for 
their prize speeches without the privilege of heat 
ing them. Some rule ought to be adopted to check 
this waste of time, where time is most important. 

I apprehend, however, that it is not the wish 
of a majority to despatch business! To some, the 
poe -apsseoon SH 
owls, instead of semi ones, inhabited the capitol, 
the nation, perhaps, would not suffer much dett 





“er, he, one day, sarcastically remarked, that if whole | ment by. it. 
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eight dollars per day is a matter not to be disre- 
arded; the more days the more eight dollars! 
Others cannot so soon accomplish the private pur- 
oses for which they left their homes; they must 
et acquainted with those who have influence and 
acquire it themselves—if not with a view to a snug 
pirth at present, in the hope of laying a foundation 
on which to build their future greatness. The men 
of business, Whose intention is really to represent the 
eople, are always on the whip with an eye to an 
adjournment— that, having performed their duty 
to the public, they may attend to their more pro- 
fitable private concerns again: but these have been 
4 small minority, always over.ruled by the other 
classes, except in cases of great emergency, and 
so almost worried. to death. The chief misery of 
this state of things is, that the Susiness.men are dis- 
gusted and retire from their seats in congress, thus 
depriving the nation of their usefulness, and sur- 


—* 


foreign market,second perhaps in value to cotton, be- 
fore many years, because it will bear transportation 
from the interior. Flax, also, is about to bea great 
commodity, and this will also support the cost of. . 
carriage as a raw material; but the duty on flaxen 
roods, as it regards the chief of them, is nominal— 
the foreign bounty on their export being equal to 
our duty ontheir import. Tam, however, diverted 
from the subject I meant to speak of—that is, the 
“ways and means” to keep the wheels of the go- 
vernment a-going; a most serious concern, espe- 
cially to those who live upon the treasury, or ex- 
pect to become rich by plucking “Uncle Sam’s” 
great grey goose. ‘You cannot get blood out of 
a stone,” nor can the people pay new taxes unless 
the means of making money are extended to them 
—they are not yet, blessed be heaven for it! reduc- 
ed to the condition of economizing for the sole 
purpose of contributing to the public treasary, as . 


rendering up its momentous concerns too much to; is the case in many European countries; and T guess 


those who affect an attention to them only from 
self-interested views. A sensible man would as 
willingly make his living by sawing wood, as in lis- 
tening to wire-drawn speeches delivered on the 
«question” taken up as the thing to be spoken to; 


that they will kick very hard before they are 
brought down so low. What’s to be done? I don’t 
know, nor much care: the legislature of necessity 
has been in constant session for the last two or 
three years, and enacted many wholesome laws 





and hence the unfortunate result juststated. But 
let us not despair—let us hope that this new con- 


with an authority that congress cannot resist; for 
the laws of that legislature are paramount even to 


gress may bea body of business-men, swift to hear | the constitution itself, and will cause themselves to 


slow to speak, apt to think, prompt todecide. We} 
shall soon see of what manner of stuff it is com- 
posed, and, surely, among its members we have 
anumber of most valuable men—sound statesmen 
and honest. 

sut What are the members of congress about to 
do for revenue? Some will not raise the tariff, be- 
cause, as they say, it will exclusively benefit the | 
manufacturer, though this is prdved false by facts as 
notorious as that the sun shines at nocn-day. The 
revolution that has taken place in consequence 
of improvements in labor-saving machinery, is 
astonishing—a little while since, the cotton man- 
ufacture seemed about to expire—now we sell 
home made goods cheaper than they are fabricat- 
ed in England, and cargoes of them are exported 
to South America,&c. This shews that thetariff bas 
ceased to act as a bounty of such goods.* Those 
of wool are advancing, though yet combatting with 
considerable difficulties—even that of a want of 
Wool; though a sheep-farm of 100 acres, is more 
productive of profit than an ordinary grain-farm of 
500; but common sense will bring about an abun- 
dant supply of fine wool, even for exportation. I 
have no doubt that it will become a staple for the 


“Ihave recently met with the assertion that «we 
have kept up the price of cotton goods of our own 
production, by conferring a monopoly on our manu- 
facturers.” This is so far from the truth, that, per- 
haps, it would be a good business to our manufac- 
turers, if they were allowed to export their goods 
to Great Britain—duty free, It is a fact that goods 
of like quality, cannot be purchased cheaper in 
Manchester than at Providence, R. L. Strong cot- 
ton cloths, of American manufacture, may be had 
- 124 or 13 cents per yard—does any one desire 
= the price should be reduced? One yard of 
Pty 18 more valuable than two or three yards of 

¢ thin cottons of India, and worth more than 
goods that were received from 

It is hardly possible to hope that their 
quality can be much, if any, reduced, 
great reduction in the value of the raw 
Let there not be any mistake about it— 
intended for the growers of that article. 











the most of such 
England. 
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be respected of their own force, 


I think it most probable that our wise men will 
resclve rather to Sorrow than coliec# money—it is 


easier done, just now, and their rorvianity will 
not be so much hazarded: a few crabbed old cod. 
gers, who,when they make a debt, alwayscalculate 
its payment, will complain—but what are they to 


“the millhon?”’—less than a few big speeches appli- 
ed secundum artem to the production of great men! 
Perhaps four or five millions may do this year,* 
five or six in the next; but, in the succeeding one, 
we must borrow most lustily, a part of the war debt 
being payable, which both the president of the 
United States and the secretary of the treasury, 2 
little while ago, told us could and would be paid 
‘like nothing”—giving us to understand that we 
need not bother ourselves about it, but leave every 
thing to them! How long this system will last, I 
cannot tell; it may blow up of its own combustibie 
nature, for credit is a very ticklish thing. But 
sometimes I fear that we are rapidly approaching 
the condition of that country wherein “a handful 
of millions,” in the public accounts, is not regarded 
at all; and at present, the prospect of paying off 
our public debt is no more exhibited to our view, 
than the payment of their debt is to that of the peo- 
ple of England. It is not even talked of-—it is a 
«stale and unprofitable” thing to think of. For- 
ward, forward—borrow, borrow —and realize all the 
“blessings” of a public debt, in a strong government, 
based on the backs of shavers and money-lenders, 
the most feeling and disinterested class of patriots 
that ever existed! Yet—if congress shall authorize 
another loan, without adopting some measures to 
arrest the practice, I must think much worse of 
therm than ever I wish to do of any body of men, 
pretending to moral honesty. 





— 
—— 


*It is stated that the amount of taxes collected 
at the custom-houses of New-York and Boston, has 
considerably exceeded the amount received in the 
corresponding months of last year. It is very pro. 
bable—but by no means goes to shew that the ag- 
gregate hasincreased. New-York, especialy, has 





had an unusual portion of our foreign trade. 
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: I observe that several who are leading editors 
new taxes would be impolitic, apprehending that 
they cannot be collected They do not fairly and 
fully advocate new louns to pay current demands, be- 
cause it wouid look rather bac; but some hint pret- 
ty plainly that they will be resorted to; and others 
call out for a retrenchment of expenses. Indeed, 
for my own part, I shall not be surprized if, in the 
re-action trom waste to niggardlyness, the best in- 
terests of the country are sacrificed in several im- 
portant respects. The hurry or necessity of refor- 
mation not unfrequently prccedes desiruction. Of 
this | have warned those interesied, very often, 
within the last three orfour years. Institutions and 
men, on whom millions have been expended from 
time to time, may be swept away from public use- 
fulness, by the re-action so feared. But those wild 
for reform, should recollect, that “two wrongs ne- 
ver made a right; that one extreme is as much to 
be deprecated as the other. Let them recall the 
attention of all concerned to that once favorite rule 
of our government—sreEciric APPROPRIATIONS; let 
not the president give orders for the payment of 
any particular sum of money unless specially au- 
thorized, and castigate severely each head of a de. 
partment who disburses more than the amounts 
allowed by act of congress, except in cases of great 
emergency, which shall be satisfactorily shewn— 
and much will be done in the way of reformation. 
It is probable that, as soon as I have a little leisure 
—if eversuch a time arrives!—I shall make a table 
-to exhibit the difference between the amounts ap. 
fropriaied and those expended, in the four or five 
years past. I venture to say that it will “astonish 
the natives!”—but there will not be init any thing 
pleasant to the republicans of the old school, who 
used to contend that congress—the representatives 
of the people, held the purse-strings. But that doc- 
trine 1s nearly “obsolete” and was quite vulgar in 
more poliie times. 

I really laughed outright at the suggestion of an 
editor favorable to retrenchment, who said, **certain 
branches of national expenditure, which it is unmne- 
cessary to point out—[how “unnecessary?” is the 
waste and prodigality so self-evident?}—may be 
judiciously retrenched: and in addition to this, the 
SINKING FUND Of ten millions may be reduced without 
producing evil or dissatisfaction/”* The secretary 
of the treasury and the committee of ways and 
means, will not thank the editor for such a propo- 
sition! He talks about the finances, but does not 
know, (or else would make the people believe— 
what I will not suppose), that the surplus of the 
sinking fund was deliberately seized upon to meet 
the current expenses in 1820, and that, for the year 
1821, the said fund was not even mentioned in the 
estimates of Mr. Crawford! See his report of 





oo 


*«Franklin Gazette,” Nov. 13, 182t—though the 
merit of this matter was conclusively shewn to the 
editor, inreply to one of his articles, in the Rrats- 
ren, of the 15th ult. 

{The sum of 10,000,000 on account of the **pub- 
lic debt”—that is, on account of the sinking fund, 
formed a permanent item in the estimates of the se- 
cretary of the treasury for a succeeding year, un- 
til his report of Dec. 10, 1819, when he deviated 
from his usual course, and Jumped the estimated ex- 
penses of 1820, keeping that item wholly out of 
view, because, perhaps, he hinted at a use of its 
surplusses-—-"if allowable under the provisions of the 
act,’”’ and it was snapped up! [n hisreport of 1820, 





dreamt that any one believed the sinking fund t, 
have a virtual existence, [ had sketched the follow. 
ing advertisement: 


the United States, under the present constitution, wq; 
to establish a SINKING FUND for the redemption of 1}, 
public debt, which was new modified and augmented jn 
1802, to the sum of $7,500,000;—in 1803, raised ;, 
8,000,000, and in 1817, further advanced to the syn, 
of 10,000,000, soberly and solemnly set uside for pyr. 
poses specified by law, and as above stated;—and the 
said FUND having strayed or been stolen ‘sin a time o 
profound peace” —though the act says that it shall no 
be diverted from its object “unless in the event of « 
war between the United States and a foreign power,” 
or words to this effect— 
TEN MILLIONS OF THANKS REWARD, 

and the gratitude of the whole nation ( office-holder; 
and office-hunters excepted ), will be given to any one 
that will bring to justice, before the bar of the public 
reason, any person and all manner of persons, who 
have caused the said fund to stray away or suffered 
it to be stolen, having been appointed to guard it, 

To give a clue to the discovery of the perpetrators of 
such neglect to defend, er participation in the default 
of this fund, the following additional information and 
description of it is given: Jt was hale, healthy and 
prosperous and aT uOME, until the year 1819, when the 
secretary of the treasury distantly proposed to let it 
siruy away, “IF ALLOWABLE” under the act, [these 
are his own words], and the committee of ways and 
means, in their report that followed in the wake of 
the secretary’s, advised a straying of said fund, ‘but 
DEPRECATED A RECURRENCE OF IT IN FUTURE YEARS” 
~—-and since that time, to wit, the 20th of April, Anno 
Domini 1820, the said fund has never been heard of, 
either in the report of the suid secretary to the last con- 
gress, or in the report of the said committee of ways 
and means, to the same—and is, therefore, supposed 
to be defaulted; and the above reward will be paid, on 
the condition stated, by 

THE PEOPLE OF THE U, S. 

But, to take leave of this subject in a few, words: 
the difficulty of ascertaining the state of the trea- 
sury, whether real or designed (I hope not the lat- 
ter), has caused its affairs to be slightly or superf- 
cally passed over, by congress, The committee of 
ways and means appear frequently ‘at outs” with 
the secretary, and it is too much troudle fer private 
members “to compare things with things,” and as- 
certain which is in fault, or whether either is right. 
It is very clear to the most common mind, that these 
great parties, in :egard to the finances, have not 
seen or reasoned alike-—because every body knows 


—— 


ditures for 1821, but makes no mention of the sink- 
ing fund 1 believe, in consequence of its last years 
diversion! 

In the estimate of 1818, for 1819, there is this 
item: 

“Publicdebt . , ‘ 
That meant the “sinking fund.” ' 
In the estimate of 1820, for 1821, we have this 
item: 

“Publicdebt .  . . 5,477,777 76 
This did not mean the sinking fund, but the amount 
of interest payable in the year, and some small re: 
imbursement of principal. k 
The curious in these things are invited to loo 
at the reports of 1818, 1819 and 1820, and compare 
one with the other. See Recisrer, vol. XV, p#5° 





10,000,000 





be gives the usual detailed estimates of the expen- | 


257; vol. XVI, page 260; vol. XIX, page 2I0- 


> ' ———— 
: Dec. 1, 1820, vol. XX, page 230. I pledge my Word 
in some of the states, think that the imposition of! to this editor, that, before I saw his paragraph, o, 


«Whereas one of the earliest acts of the congres, of 
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m .ndnot to have foreseen and provided for the pre- 


of this description, | 
B i:may be well to revert to what 1 have called} 


purposes of the speech-makers in congress, and to 


experience on the triumphant accomplishment of 
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bd . 7 
+2.and 3do not make 6; but which is ri ht, and, 
rs e or the other puts down the past fairly, or 
: ' ; lates the future reasonably, it is too much la- 
ot nquire!—a man would be compelled to 


bor whole table with documents, and then to add 


bstract res—why many would 
ae rails ie week or make a three-day’s 
je before congress, neither of these requiring 
“exertion of the brain! Lrepeat what I have said 
vefore--that our financial affairs have been wretch. 
edly managed; and that, if we are to judge from 
results, there has not been a capacity* to under- 
stand them. I speak thus, because I would not im- 
ute crime to the conduct of any man, when he 
may be excused on the plea of ignorance, or even 
of inattention: but there are “sins of omission,” 





sent disgraceful state of the nation, is a mighty one 


whe question” which is fixed upon to serve the 


apply the practice of it to the conduct of some of 
the great states of this union. We see that Virgi- 
nia is making a very rapid retrograde motion, com- 
pared with New-York and Pennsylvania, &c. and I 
truly believe that this has been partially brought 
about by the operation of the same principle that 
prevails as to “the question” just alluded to. Vir- 
ginia, but lately, had the first grade in representa- 
tive power; she now stands third, and is the fourth 
rank as to physical strength, if not really thrown 
still further back. The excess of an unfortunate 
species of population may have contributed to this; 
but not more so, perhaps, than the policy of her 
legislation and the bent of mind in her politicians, 
Unhappily, her splendid talents and most accom- 
plished and learned men, with whom she so much 
abounds, have been more applied to discuss and 
settle abstract questions ef right than to accomplish 
positive benefits; and these have given a tone or 
fashion to the mass of her citizens, especially those 
who, from their wealth and influence, move in the 
higher circles. I firmly believe that Virginia 
would feel more pleased at giving a guietus to the 
late decision of the supreme court of the United 
States, in the case of Cohens, than New-York will 


her mighty canals, or Pennsylvania feel in the 
perfection of all her projected internal improve- 
ments, Far be it from me to condemn the tenacity 
of Virginia on constitutional points, and especially 
in regard to the case just above mentioned; but 
cvery man must regret to see the wonderful talents 
and powerful means that she possesses, apparently 
directed only to such concerns. Little, if any thing, 
is done to encourage free labor, but much is done, 
or suffered to dishonor it; and hence the ftee labor- 
ris always looking to some other state for a home 
2 place to deposite his bones in. I would not de- 
Preciate talents, because my amount of stock is so 
‘mall—but there is a sort of common-sense remark 
and a kind of practical legislation, that is INFINITR- 
'Y More waluable than the best made speeches, and 
Most elegantly drafted laws. 1 say “infinitely,” a 
Word that I very seldom use, considering it as al- 
Most consecrated to the «‘Dxrry and us works, be. 
“ause Ido not recollect another that comes up to 
my understanding of the case. Population is the 
Se 





] Let no one think hard of me for this—until he 
mbie . the different and differing reports on the 
subject, 


Corded, 


The proof is in “black and white”—re- 


> 


first principle of power in a state, and this is ren- 
dered more or less efficient by a fruitful soil, advan- 
tageeus position and wise legislation. As to soil 
and position, Virginia yields to no other state— 
but the habits of thinking and the manner of act- 
ing in her leading men, drives out her free white 
productive population, by the encouragement and 
countenance that is chiefly afforded to objects at- 
tainable by the labor of slaves. The acquisition of 
a slave, as property, may, at first sight, be regarded 
as a new field of acertain number of acres rescued 
from the forest; but the slave dies, and the improve- 
ment remains, and on it, a free citizen, with his tami- 
ly, may be seated, ready todefendit. But Virginia 
is destitute of that grade of farmers which abound 
in the states north of the Potomac, except in some 
parts of Maryland;* a numerous body of men, hok- 
ing from 50 to 206 acres of their own,t who, until 
lately, lived on the fat of the land, and “cared for 
nobody further than civility;” and who are, even 
yet, more comfortably situated than any other class 
of people in the United States, and the most rnp. 
PENDENT. The policy of Virginia is hostile to these; 
and hence it is that a large number of emigrants 
are thrown out and few received, though her po- 
pulation is sparse and good land is abundant: but 
this subject has already proceeded beyond its de- 
signed limits, and the following summary exhibi-. 
tions may illustrate all that can be said about it: 





* All that is said about the condition, policy, or — 
constitution of Virginia, might be substantially ap- 
plied also to Maryland, if her politicians held so 
high a rank in the national councils, yet a greater 
degree of attention is paid to the encouragement 
of free Jabor in the latter than in the former, ow- 
ing, perhaps, to the mighty weight and exceeding 
population of certain districts in the state, wherein 
the slaves are comparatively few, notwithstanding 
the violence suffered by such districts in the injus- 
tice of the constitution, regarding representation. 
The whole increase in Maryland, in the last ten 
years, was only 26,754—-but the increase of Balti. 
more, (including the city), Frederick and Washing- 
ton counties, was 30,768,—5,000 more than the 
whole increase of thestate. It is these only, (tho’ 
Cecil is coming on handsomely) thatcan be regard. 
ed as mixing the business of the manufacturer with 
that of the agriculturalist; and the many large es- 
tablishments of the former give a home-market to 
the latter, or enable him to bring his goods tu Balti- 
more, as the commercial emporium, in their most 
improved and least bulky state. There are, proba. 
bly, more free-holders in these three counties, (even 
excluding the cityfZof Baltimore), than in all the 
rest of Maryland, and the effect is visible in their 
greater wealth and increase of numbers; and, as 
to internal improvements, the people thereof, in 
their private capacities, may be said to have effect. 
ed almost all that have been made, aided by 
the city, deeply interested in them. Yet these dis. 
tricts do not exclusively possess a kind soil, nor is 
their location peculiarly happy. Whatever advan. 
tages they enjoy may be considered as the result 
of the simple fact, that free labor is honored in 
them. The lord of the soil holds the plough, and 
the mechanic is not rejected, on account of his 
calling, from what is considered as the best compa- 
ny, unless in some little knots of people in the 
city, who are rather laughed at or despised, than 
courted, by its virtuous inhabitants. 


{There are a few settlements of Germans and 
Quakers, &c. that form exceptions to this genera! 





Therg is no getting clear of it, 


|remark, 
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Population—Free persons. 
1790 1800 1810 
318,796 565,437 944,032 
430,536 600,839 809,296 
454,983 539,181 582,104 
[none] 45,365 230,760 
Aggregate number. 
1790 1800 1810 
747,610 880,200 974,622 
Pennsylv’a 434,373 602,545 810,001 1,046,844 
New-York 340,120 586,050 959,049 1,379,989 


We have no means of shewing the probable pro- 
gress and present condition of those states as to 
wealth; but have no doubt that, in regard to New- 
York and Pennsylvania, compared with Virginia, it 
has shifted its relative proportionseven more rapid- 
ly than in respect to population. 

There is nothing in my mind like pleasure on of. 
fering these contrasts, except to shew the triumph 
of practical good sense over fine talents and bril- 
Jiant theories——the difference between acting and talk. 
ing; and, as to the latter, such a man as Franklin 
would do more good in a speech of ten minutes, 
than all the law-lumber and splendid eloquence 
displayed about the Seminole war. Here [ might 
well take a hint for myself and stop writing; but 
really, I think that J have something more to say—- 
not being able to express myself with a Franklin’s 
- brevity and point. : 

- In dwelling so long on what appears to me to 
be an erroneous direction of the talents of Virgi- 
nia, my object was two fold: first, to afford a practi- 
cal eftect of discussing “the question” by congress, 
and secondly, to ask if the policy pursued to by 
that state, in regard to herself, which has thrown 
her from her high rank in the union, will not pro- 
duce the same effect if applied to the concerns of 
the union? Every Virginian is sensible of the de- 
cline of power spoken of—it cannot be disguised, 
and it is the meanest affectation to pretend to con- 
ceal it: there is no effect without a cause—then, 
Jet the enlightened of that state enquire into and 
remove it. Hosts of prejudices must be over- 
come; and the first stroke at them should be made 
in a revision and amendment of the constitution, 
to place the power of legislation in the hands of 
those who carry the musket and support the law;* 
by which free labor may be rendered honorable, 
and a rightful equality exist among the people. 
But let us stick to the question. New-York, and 
Pennsylvania, &c. encourage domestic manufac- 
tures to afford a market for small farmers, and, to- 
gether, furnish the materials of commerce. Work- 
ing people are to be found among their legislators, 
bringing with them the rich stores of experience 
to be added to the common mass of useful intelli- 
gence. These leaven the whole “lump” with a 
spirit to de something, after it has been sufficiently 
talked over, and the effect is seen and felt by the 
whole increasing pupulation, ever on the stretch 
for further advancement and improvement. In 
Virginia, domestic manufactures (those in some 
families excepted), are not encouraged, nor are 
small farmers desired, perhaps, veCcause they les. 
sen the political power of those who at present 
hold it; and the cultivators of tobacco appear as 
if they were the only persons (though not, per- 
haps, an hundredth part of the free population) 
whose interests are worthy of peculiar care. Here 


*We have more than once mentioned that in a 
certain company of eighty men, called out to de- 
fend the shores of Virginia, in the late war, only 


1820 
1,369,900 
1,046,569 

640,179 
581,434 


New-York 
Pennsylv’a 
Virginia 
Ohio 


1820 


Virginia 1,065,332 
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yand there is located a gentleman with an estate too 


large for his own inspection, too great even for hig 
own comfort; and for miles around him poverty 
reigns uncontrouled, except in a few detached 
spots, like oascs in an African desart—or in some 
of the western counties, with whom the power of 
legislation does not rest, though that of the effec. 
ive population may. Working people are raye) 


found in the general assembly of Virginia, for the | 


reason that such are not respected as in the north. 
ern states; and, even if they were, their situation 
would be uncomfortable on account of the disposi, 
tion of their colleagues to discuss theories and ap. 
gue abstract points, rather than do any thing ip 
which their experience would confer importance 
onthem. The eloquent reports and papers that 
have appeared in Virginia about the armory and 
literary fund, and abou: or from the board of works 
and concerning the university, would fill a mighty 
volume, and stand a monument of honor to the ta. 
lents of her great men: but still it might be com. 
pared to ‘a painted sepuilchre, filled with dead 
men’s bones,” if we ask what good has resulted 
from the display of so much learning, put together 
with such elegant words? With means so ample, 
what has Virginia done to raise up a virtuous popu 
lace?{ Where are her commen schools, turnpike. 
roads, noble bridges, useful canals? On paper only, 
If these things are so (and indeed, I should be glad 
if they were not), does it not shew a radical de. 
fect in the disposition and policy of Virginia? An 
illustrious man of antiquity boasted that he knew 
how to make a small city for state} a large one: 
the Virginia policy is to make a large state a small 
one. It serves to keep the rich rich, or make them 
richer—the poor poor, or render them poorer; 
there is no practical legislation to exalt those tiat 
are in humble stations, but to maintain a sort of 
baronial subjection, by keeping them out of the 
higher classes of society. Ve sutar ultra crepidam 
is the grand motto, thus translated—«once a cobbler 
always a cobbler.” 


It is my wish always to be my own interpreter 
all that I mean to insinuate it is my practice to say; 
for lam not wedded to any man or set of men- 
their morals, religion or politics: I have lived long 
enough to believe it right in me tothink for myself. 
This remark is made because I know that some are 
always ready to garble and distort, and make false 
representations of what others say, if it happens to 
be opposed to their own blind devotion to men and 
things. There is not one sentiment within me that 
is hostile to Virginia, and I have almost revere 
her, through the love that I entertained for her 
great men, and would not herald the real or sup 
posed errors of her legislation, except to shew 
them as erroneous. The opinions of her politi 
cians have long guided the political helm—she was 
the Palinurus of the republican party; and we ® 
felt most easy when her influence was most felt™ 
the national councils. She received rather thal 
exacted the support of other states in her mea: 
sures of policy, and they were apparently good 80 
long as the regulation of our own affairs were 
pendent upon the mighty eventsin Europe, brov 
about by the wars of the French revolution. | A 
greater part of the present generation er 
its habits of thinking from those ARTIFIOML 
citements; and, being so long indulged,they 3°" 
easily parted with for the reaxirizs that belong 
nd, 
The 


de- 





+Easily destroyed, but not easily reared—* 


without it, what are kingdoms and states!— 





one was entitled to vote! 


countries of masters and slaves—inevitably % 
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BC policy...a policy fitted to Europe in arms, to 


they 
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te of peace, when every nation must rest upon 
own resources. We are still gaping at ee 
yondering when and hoping that the people o 
quarter of the world will get to cutting one 
niher’s throats for our benefit! This is plain 
iter of fact—few are hardy enough to deny that 
i¢ calculation ot “good times” in America 1s 
aded upon “bad times” in Europe; to the degra- 
tion of our character as men, and the violation of 
ery pretence to Christianity. It is entirely evi- 
ito us, that the state of things has essentially 
ynged —it was summer, it is winter; and we must 
form to the changes of the times as we do the 
sons, because we cannot regulate the one any 
ethan the other. The policy that might have 
., correct before the termination of the French 
yolution, may be wrong now—We raised a plen- 
ul revenue by duties on imposts, and it was easily 
id, because the foreign market kept up and en- 
mraged domestic industry—the latter flags be- 
use the former has failed, and the revenue is de- 
ient from the want of means in the people to pur- 
se foreign commodities. We know that this 
nde of raising a revenue is insufficient, and must 
eds be so, unless in a time of genera! commo- 
» and war. Ours is the only government that 
er relied upon it, the only one in which it so long 
aintained a respectable standing. The impost 
) France, Britain, and others of the most enlighten- 
dnations, is used as we must use it~ as a dalaace- 
heel to keep internal industry in order—to pre- 
ent fuctuations and secure a profit to labor: it 
annot, must not, be relied on for any other pur- 
ose.—We know that it cannot be relied upon as 
evenue, we see that it must be assisted by other 
wactions that are not dependent on the will of 
ingsand princes, whether they will make war or 
proclaim peace. The times have changed and we 
hust change with them; what was so pretty in theo- 
yashort time ago, is not adapted to practice now. 
dome saw thisa long time since, and predicted the 
wils that would flow from a perseverance in the 
mport system for the revenue—but most of us 
vould not see until we felt its evils; and itis now 
Imost universally agreed that we must look to 
burselves, though some are loath to acknowledge 
change of opinion. ‘The free-labor of the coun- 
'y) ho matter how applied, must be cherished— 
elt-preservation demands it. All then, for which 
humbly stand opposed to the policy of Virginia 
, because her policy is opposed to that which 
“ems essential to the happiness of the people of 
Ne United States, perhaps, the solvency of ity - 
ment. Her leading men do not feel as the la- 
oung classes do, and have not appreciated the 
anges that were going on. They adhere to the 


 Tejected with Europe at peace. I hope that no 

other will ever furnish a succession of presidents, 
ecuhe peculiar habits of thinking cannot be safely 
mdulged; and what may be called the public mind 
the wttes may become unfitted to the welfare of 
me union, All that I wish is, that the free laboring 
“ees, the. stay of the nation in peace and its bul- 

“ in War—the triumph and pride.of civilization 
“A glorious result of the Christian dispensation, 
hich Be from every species of oppression under 
that d they have so long groaned, and arrive at 
mons “gree of influence in the affairs of govern. 
merit Which their superior numbers and superior 
1» +00, have a right to demand, and, I trust, 

tate re and receive. The burthen of the 
as hitherto tested mainly on their shoulders 


a es 


they cannot bear it longer if they would, and they 
must be relieved. They want an economical ad- 
ministration—equal taxation, equal laws. Give 
them scope, let them be cherished, and they will 
soon dispel every sort of embarrassment as to the 
finances. — Do we want a practical illustration of 
the benefits resulting from this change in dispo- 
sition and policy? Ifso—loek at France, and com- 
pare her present state with what it was before the 
revolution. The destruction of a few thousand of | 
the privileged orders, opened the way for mil- 
lions of productive persons. The most wretched 
of prejudices were entombed with the nobles; 
among them, the disrespect in which the farmer, 
mechanic, manufacturer and merchant had been 
held. Napoleon, the best practical political eco- 
nomist as to France (save on account of some of 
his wars) that ever lived, took those classes of 
people literally and metaphorically by the hand, 
and raised them up—profitted by their talents, and 
made his country rich even in the midst of most 
mighty military movements and proceedings; and 
whilst all the neighboring nations were poor, mise- 
rable and exhausted of the comforts of life. And 
what is the result? France has been despoiled by 
the allied powers, or compelled to pay them, not 
less than the value of stx hundred millions of dollars 
in 7 or 8 years—yet the taxes on her people are 
light and easily paid; they were lately reduced,— 
and still itis calculated that the whole of her, na- 
tional debt will be extinguished in 8 or 10 years, 
if she remains at peace solong: in the mean time, 
there is no country that we know of in which there 
is So little beggary and distress, as in France—the 
boasted United States of America not excepted, 
just now. And, as to taxation and the payment of 
our natignal debt, what are our prospects!—*as 
gloomy as the grave.” 

Who it is that may administer the government, 
as I have before observed, I do not care “the value 
of a straw.” I am not opposed to the persons of 
the present administration—but it is surely evi- 
dent that the policy which has been headlong pur- 
sued by the executive and congress, must be chang- 
ed—if not willingly, of necessity; and the sooner 
that we settle down to the reality of our condition, 
and establish a system of revenue, properly guard- 
edto prevent its proceeds from heing wasted, the 
better willit be forusall, Poverty will accomplish 
these things--but she is a severe reformer; and, 
perhaps, even yet, we may considerably lessen the 
smart of her scourge, now shaken over our backs. 

Thus, generous reader, if thou hast read thus 
far,* we have reached a point at which I propose 
for the present to stop—my candle is burnt down 
to the socket—thou art tired and so am I: good 
night. My vespers are that our beloved country 
may 





always be 
“The land of the brave,and the home of the free.” 


Again, good night—perchance, my long essay 


.| will help thy repose, and put thee sweetly to sleep! 


—if even so, my laborshall notbe in vain. Fare- 
well, ‘for the present.” 








CHRONICLE. 

Milligan, as the principal, and Welshman, as aid- 
ing and abetting him, have been found guilty at 
New York, for robbing the Phenix bank in that 
city. One of the papers remarks, at “length, then, 


re 





*Reader, if thou canst read, 
“Look down upon this stone, 
**‘Death is a man, doall we can, 





ave borne much mere than their share;* 


“That uever spareth none!!!" Old Epitash. 
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Population—Free persons. 

1790 1800 1810 1820 
New-York 318,796 565,437 944,032 1,569,900 
Pennsylv’a 430,536 600,839 809,296 1,046,569 
Virginia 454,983 539,181 582,104 640,179 
Ohio {none} 45,365 230,760 581,434 

Aggregate numbers. 

1790 1800 1810 1820 
Virginia 747,610 880,200 974,622 1,065,332 
Pennsylv’a 434,373 602,545 810,001 1,046,844 
New-York 340,120 586,050 959,049 1,379,989 


We have no means of shewing the probable pro- 
gress and present condition of those states as to 
wealth; but have no doubt that, in regard to New- 
York and Pennsylvania, compared with Virginia, it 
has shifted its relative proportionseven more rapid- 
ly than in respect to population. 

There is nothing in my mind like pleasure on of- 
fering these contrasts, except to shew the triumph 
of practical good sense over fine talents and bril-’ 
liant theories—-the difference between acting and talk- 
ing; and, as to the latter, such a man as Franklin 
would do more good in a speech of ten minutes, 
than all the law-lumber and splendid eloquence 
displayed about the Seminole war. Here I might 
well take a hint for myself and stop writing; but 
really, I think that ] have something more to say-- 
not being able to express myself with a Franklin’s 
brevity and point. 

In dwelling so long on what appears to me to 
be an erroneous direction of the talents of Virgi- 
nia, my object was two fold: first, to afford a practi- 
cal eftect of discussing “the question” by congress, 
and secondly, to ask if the policy pursued to by 
that state, in regard to herself, which has thrown 
her from her high rank in the union, will not pro- 
duce the same effect if applied to the concerns of 
the union? Every Virginian is sensible of the de- 
cline of power spoken of—it cannot be disguised, 
and it is the meanest affectation to pretend to con- 
ceal it: there is no effect without a cause—then, 
Jet the enlightened of that state enquire into and 
remove it. Hosts of prejudices must be over- 
come; and the first stroke at them should be made 
in a revision and amendment of the constitution, 
to place the power of legislation in the hands of 
those who carry the musket and support the law;* 
by which free labor may be rendered honorable, 
and a rightful equality exist among the people. 
But let us stick to the question... New-York, and 
Pennsylvania, &c. encourage domestic manufac- 
tures to afford a market for small farmers, and, to- 

gether, furnish the materials of commerce. Work- 
ing people are to be found among their legislators, 
bringing with them the rich stores of experience 
to be added to the common mass of useful intelli- 
gence. These leaven the whole “lump” with a 
spirit to doe something, after it has been sufficiently 
talked over, and the effect is seen and felt by the 
whole increasing population, ever on the stretch 
for further advancement and improvement. In 
Virginia, domestic manufactures (those in some 
families excepted), are not encouraged, nor are 
small farmers desired, perhaps, because they les. 
sen the political power of those who at present 
hold it; andthe cultivators of tobacco appear as 
if they were the only persons (though not, per- 
haps, an hundredth part of the free population) 
whose interests are worthy of peculiar care. Here 


_—— 





*We have more than once mentioned that in a 
certain company of eighty men, called out to de- 
fend the shores of Virginia, in the late war, only 
one was entitled to vote! 





jand there is located a gentleman with an estate too 
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large for his own inspection, too great even for his 
own comfort; and for miles around him povert 

reigns uncontrouled, except in a few detached 
spots, like oascs in an African desart—or in some 
of the western counties, with whom the power of 
legislation does not rest, though that of the effect. 
ive population may. Working people are rarely 
found in the general assembly of Virginia, for the 
reason that such are not respected as in the north. 
ern states; and, even if they were, their situation 
would be uncomfortable on account of the disposi. 
tion of their colleagues to discuss theories and ar. 
gue abstract points, rather than do any thing in 
which their experience would confer importance 
onthem. ‘The eloquent reports and papers that 
have appeared in Virginia about the armory and 
literary fund, and abou: or from the board of works 
and concerning the university, would fill a mighty 


volume, and stand a monument of honor to the ta. 


lents of her great men: but still it might be com- 
pared to “a painted sepuichre, filled with dead 
men’s bones,” if we ask what good has resulted 
from the display of so much learning, put together 
with such elegant words? With means so ample, 
what has Virginia done to raise up a virtuous popu- 
lace?{ Where are her commen schools, turnpike- 
roads, noble bridges, usefulcanals? On paper only. 
If these things are so (and indeed, I should be glad 
if they were not), does it not shew a radical de- 
fect in the disposition and policy of Virginia? An 
illustrious man of antiquity boasted that he. knew 
how to make a small city [or state} a large one: 
the Virginia policy is to make a large state a small 
one. it serves to keep the rich rich, or make them 
richer—the poor poor, or render them poorer; 
there is no practical legislation to exalt these tiat 
are in humble stations, but to maintain a sort of 
baronial subjection, by keeping them out of the 
higher classes of society. We sutar ultra crepidam 
is the grand motto, thus translated—“once a cobbler 
always a cobbler.” 


It is my wish always to be my own interpreter— 
all that I mean to insinuate it is my practice to say; 
for lam not wedded to any man or set of men,— 
their morals, religion or politics: I have lived long 
enough to believe it right in me to think for myself. 
This remark is made because I know that some are 
always ready to garble and distort, and make false 
representations of what others say, if it happens to 
be opposed to their own blind devotion to men and 
things. There is not one sentiment within me that 
is hostile to Virginia, and I have almost revered 
her, through the love that I entertained for her 
great men, and would not herald the real or sup- 
posed errors of her legislation, except to shew 
them as erroneous. The opinions of her pohiti- 
cians have long guided the political helm—she was 
the Palinurus of the republican party; and we all 
felt most easy when her influence was most felt in 
the national councils. She received rather than 
exacted the support of other states in her mea- 
sures of policy, and they were apparently good s0 
long as the regulation of our own affairs were de 
pendent uponthe mighty eventsin Europe, brought 
about by the wars of the French revolution. The 
greater part of the present generation received 
its habits of thinking from those anrrrroraL C* 
citements; and, being so long indulged,they are not 
easily parted with for the reaxirizs that belong ‘° 


a 


Easily destroyed, but not easily reared—and, 
without it, what are kingdoms and states?—1 








countries of masters and slaves—inevitably 5°. 
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a state of peace, when every nation must rest upon 
;ts own resources. We are still gaping at Europe 
“wondering when and hoping that the people of 
chat quarter of the world will get to cutting one 
another’s throats for our benefit! This is plain 
matter of fact—few are hardy enough to deny that 
‘heir calculation of “good times” in America 1s 
founded upon «bad times” in Europe; to the degra- 
dation of our character as men, and the violation of 
every pretence to Christianity. It is entirely evi- 
dent to us, that the state of things has essentially 
changed —it was summer, it is winter; and we must 
conform to the changes of the times as we do the 
seasons, because we cannot regulate the one any 
more than the other. The policy that might have 
heen correct before the termination of the French 
revolution, may be wrong now—We raised a plen- 
tiful revenue by duties on imposts, and it was easily 
paid, because the foreign market kept up and en- 
couraged domestic industry—the latter flags be- 
cause the former has failed, and the revenue is de- 
ficient from the want of means in the people to pur- 
chase foreign commodities. We know that this 
mode of raising a revenue is insufficient, and must 
needs be so, unless in a time of genera! commo- 
tion and war. Ours is the only government that 
ever relied upon it, the only one in which it so long 
maintained a respectable standing. The impost 
-in France, Britain, and others of the most enlighten- 
ed nations, is used as we must use it~ as a dalauce- 
wheel to keep internal industry in order—to pre- 
vent fluctuations and secure a profit to labor: it 
cannot, must not, be relied on for any other pur- 
pose.—We know that it cannot be relied upon as 
revenue, we see that it must be assisted by other 
exactions that are not dependent on tlie will of 
kings and princes, whether they will make war or 
proclaim peace. The times have changed and we 
must change with them; what wasso pretty in theo- 
ry a short time ago, is not adapted to practice now. 
Some saw thisa long time since, and predicted the 
evils that would flow from a perseverance in the 
import system for the revenue—but most of us 
would not see until we felt its evils; and itis now 
almost universally agreed that we must look to 
ourselves, though some are loath to acknowledge 
achange of opinion. The free-labor of the coun- 
try, no matter how applied, must be cherished 
self-preservation demands it. All then, for which 
Ihumbly stand opposed to the policy of Virginia 
1; because her policy is opposed to that which 
seems essential to the happiness of the people of 
the United States, perhaps, the solvency of iy - 
verment. HerJeading men do not feel as the la- 
boring classes do, and have not appreciated the 
changes that were going on, They adhere to the 
old policy---a policy fitted to Europe in arms, to 
be rejected with Europe at peace. I hope that no 
other will ever furnish a succession of presidents, 
because peculiar habits of thinking cannot be safely 
indulged; and what may be called the public mind 


of a state, may become unfitted to the welfare of 


the union, All that I wish is, that the free laboring 
Classes, the.stay of the nation in peace and its bul- 
Wark in war—the triumph and pride.of civilization 
and glorious result of the Christian dispensation, 
may emerge from every speciesof oppression under 
a they have so long groaned, and arrive at 

at degree of influence in the affairs of govern. 
ment which their superior numbers and superior 
ay too, have a right to demand, and, I trust, 
Me demand and receive. The burthen of the 

ate has hitherto tested mainly on their shoulders 


mont 
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they cannot bear it longer if they would, and they 
must be relieved. They want an economical ad- 
ministration—equal taxation, equal laws. Give 

them scope, let them be cherished, and they will 

soon dispel every sort of embarrassment as to the 

finances._—Do we want a practical illustration of 
the benefits resulting from this change in dispo- 

sition and policy? If so—loek at France, and com- 

pare her present state with what it was before the 

revolution. The destruction of a few thousand of 
the privileged orders, opened the way for mil- 
lions of productive persons. The most wretched 
of prejudices were entombed with the nobles; 
among them, the disrespect in which the farmer, 
mechanic, manufacturer and merchant had been 
held. Napoleon, the best practical political eco- 
nomist as to France (save on account of some of 
his wars) that ever lived, took those classes of 
people literally and metaphorically by the hand, 
and raised them up—profitted by their talents, and 
made his country rich even in the midst of most 
mighty military movements and proceedings; and 
whilst all the neighboring nations were poor, mise- 
rable and exhausted of the comforts of life. And 
what is the result? France has been despoiled by 
the allied powers, or compelled to pay them, not 
less than the value of sta hundred millions of dollars 
in 7 or 8 years—yet the taxes on her people are 
light and easily paid; they were lately reduced,— 
and still itis calculated that the whole of her, na- 
tional debt will be extinguished in 8 or 10 years, 
if she remains at peace solong: in the mean time, 
there is no country that we know of in which there 
is so little beggary and distress, as in France—the 
boasted United States of America not excepted, 
just now. And, as to taxation and the payment of 
our natignal debt, what are our prospects/—sas 
gloomy as the grave.” 

Who it is that may administer the government, 
as I have before observed, I do not care “the value 
of a straw.” I am not opposed to the persons of 
the present administration—but it is surely evi- 
dent that the policy which has been headlong pur- 
sued by the executive and congress, must be chang- 
ed—if not willingly, of necessity; and the sooner 
that we settle down to the reality of our condition, 
and establish a system of revenue, properly guard- 
edto prevent its proceeds from being wasted, the 
better willit be forusall, Poverty will accomplish 
these things--but she is a severe reformer; and, 
perhaps, even yet, we may considerably lessen the 
smart of her scourge, now shaken over our backs. 

Thus, generous reader, if thou hast. read thus 
far,* we have reached a point at which I propose 
for the present to stop—my candle is burnt down 
to the socket—thou art tired and so am I: good 
night. My vespers are that our beloved country 
may 





always be 
“The land of the brave,and the home of the 


ee.” 
Again, good night—perchance, my long essay 
will help thy repose, and put thee sweetly to sleep’. 
—if even so, my labor shall notbe in vain. Fare- 
well, ‘for the present.” 








CHRONICLE, 

Milligan, as the principal, and Welshman, as aid- 
ing and abetting him, have been found guilty at 
New York, for robbing the Phenix bank in that 
city. One of the papers remarks, at “length, then, 


~~ 





*Reader, if thou canst read, 
“Look down upon this stone, 
**‘Death is a man, doall we can, 








they have borne much more than their share;* 


“That never spareth none!!! Old Epitaph. 
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we have an instance to prove that the laws can 
reach the case of a bank robbery.” We shall be 
glad to hear that those of Maryland may even yet 
prove equally effectual. 

A. Lithgow, the person charged with defaulting, 
alias appropriating the funds of one of the banks of 
Virginia to his own use, has been acquitted, b 
reason of some “error inthe bill” as to the defini- 
tion ofacheck. Still, however, he remains in jail 
to await a new trial. 

WVew- London has now seven fine vessels engaged 
in the whale fishery--three years ago there was 
not any one that belonged to the port. The em. 
ployment which this new pursuit affords appears 
to be duly appreciated. 

The dam erecting across the Hudson, to supply 
the northern canal with water, has been carried 
away by a late freshet. 

Naval. The U.S. brig Enterprize, lieut. Kear- 
ney, arrived at Charleston on the 11th inst. She 
captured four schooners and a piratical sloop, as 
before reported, and re-captured the ship Lucies 
and brigs Larch and Aristides, the last run ashore 
by the pirates; but it appears that none of the 
wretches were taken—being close in with the 
shore, they easily made their escape. One of the 
vessels was set fire to by themselves, the other 
burnt by order of lieut. Kearney, not being able 
to man her. 

. The U.S. schooner Porpoise was spoken by the 
F.nterprize off Havana, on the 4th instant, which, 
we suppose, silences a rumor of a severe engage- 
ment by the former with a pirate off St. Thomas’ 
on the 26th Oct. Lieut. Kearney heard nothing of 
it. We do not hear any more of the aid which 
was reported to have been rendered by a South 
American privateer, though there was one at hand. 
The pirates that have been deprived of their ves- 
sels, appear to have acted very much like savages 
in their various captures. 

The U. S. schooner Shark has been heard of 
at Teneriffe, all well. Nothing material had hap- 
pened as late as the 18th September. She had 
been in search of a piratical brig of 16 guns and 
100 men. 

War claims. The agent appointed by the state 
of South Carolina, to settle the claims which that 
state has upon the United States for military ser- 
vices and supplies made during the late war, has 
transmitted, as part of the same, $114,000, A 
further sum of $50,000 is expected. 

Georgia. The great contest for governor is over 
—gen, Clark has been re-elected by the legisla- 
ture, with a majority of two votes over his oppon- 
ent, col. Troup. There hardly ever!was a hotter 
contest, if we must form an opinion by what we have 
seen on the occasion, though our southern breth- 
ren are far short of the licentiousness that prevails 
in regard to such things, in some of the more north- 
ern states—almost, at times, to a disgrace of the 
discovery of the art of printing! The votes were 
for John Clark 74; George Troup, 72. 

Coal, Many arks have arrived at Philadelphia 
with cargoes of Lehigh coal. The improvements 
of that stream are nearly completed, and boats 
will soon be able to pass and repass at any season of 
the year, unless uncommonly dry. This coal is 
much approved, and its price very moderate, 

Terrible death. Three men that were in a boat, 
prepared to pass from Navy island to the Canada 
shore, with a variety of household goods, on ac- 
count of the strong wind that prevailed, thought it 
unsafe to attempt to cross so near the great falls of 





Niagara-~they fastened their boat and went to 


maa 


sleep init. During which the boat, by some 
weiss loosened, and they desbenen themeenn” 
already in the rapids—~no human power could aid 
them, and they were precipitated over the greg, 
falls! Some of the goods were picked up below 
much broken; but a dining table floated ashore un. 
injured. 

Shoal of whales, From the Boston Centinel, 4 
correspondent in Barnstable county informs y 
that, on Sunday — last, a shoal of fish, of the 
whale species, to the number of nearly 100, came 
or were driven on shore, on Indian Neck and Reach 
hill Cove, in Welfleet, on Cape Cod, where the 
were left by the tide. They were discovered early 
dn Monday morning by alad who was gunning, and 
who marked 57 of the best of them for his father 
and then gave information of the others, They 
measure from 10 to 25 feet in length, and the oii 
extracted from them is said to be but little inferioy 
to sperm oil. The value of the whole shoal is esti. 
mated at $2,500; and the father of the lad mention. 
ed has been offered 41,000 for the 57 marked by 
him. It is expected they will nett him $1,500... 
These fish are known by the name of the black 
whale fish, and formerly were common on our 
coast, but have not been seen for many years past. 
It is said to be peculiar to them, when they find 
themselves in shallow water, from fright or other 
causes, to run on shore and perish, 


A sotpten’s mosic. A soldierasked his comrade, 
one evening, to go into a dram shop to hear a lid. 
dle;—to which the other replied—«None of your 
futy music for me; give me the roaring of a %4 
pounder, a clap of thunder, and now and then an 
earthquake.” Anon, 


InprAns in the U, States, The following state. 
ment of the probable number of Indians within the 
territory of the United States, is published in the 
newspapers. We know not to whom we are indebt. 
ed for the estimate, but we should suppose that the 
aggregate number given considerably exceeds the 
real amount of this people within the space desig- 
nated; aud they are continually on the decrease. 

“The Winnebago tribe of Indians are 5,800 in 
number, and are the largest tribe in Michigan, and 
the North West territory. They reside on the 
Winnebago lake, and on Fox and Onisconsin rivers. 

The Menomines, (or Follesavoines), are 3,900 in 
number, and reside on the west side of Green Bay, 
or Menomine river, but chiefly on Fox river and 
Winnebago lake; a few are scattered at Prairie du 
Chien, upper and lower Mississippi, and Millwea- 
chey, on the western shore of lake Michigan. They 
hunt in winter, and make sugar and gather rice in 
summer. The following recapitulation will be in 
teresting to many readers: | 

InNewEngland . . « « 23947 

inNew-York «5 2. «© -« (4) °Oa3 

MOM coos. ered wee 

In Michigan and N. W. territories . 2,748 

In Hlinois and Indiana ° » 15,522 

In the southern states, east of the Mis- 

a eee 

West of the Mississippi and south of the 

Miesourh <6 ieee Vi wl iow BORN 
West of the Mississippi, and north of © 
the Missouri Cleo getae aaa 


en om 

Total east of the Rocky Mountains, 
(rowed numbers) .  . . + 260,000 
Total west of the Rocky Mountains 140,000 


ee 


Total Indians in the U. States, about 400,000 
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Constitution of New-York. 


We publish entire, the constitution for this state, 
as lately agreed upon by the convention—but 
as pretatory thereto, the following summary no- 
tice of the principal alterations effected, ma 
beacceptable. ‘They are from the New-Yor 

apers. : : : 

1, The councils of appointment and revision are 
abolished, The governor is to nominate, and with 
the consent of the senate, appoint major-generals, 
brigade inspectors, and chiefs of the staff, except 
the adjutant and commissary-generals, The adju- 
tant-general is to be appointed by the governor-— 
Captains, subalterns and non commissioned offi- 
cers, are to be chosen by the written votes of their 
respective companies: field officers by the com- 
missioned officers; and brigadier-generals by the 
field officers. The secretary of state, comptroller, 
treasurer, attorney-general, surveyor-general and 
commissary-general, are to be chosen by the se- 
nateand assembly, : 

2, The right of suffrage is extended to all citi- 
zens twenty one years of age, residing in the state 
one year, and in the town or county where they 
vote, six months, and hating paid a tax to the state 
and county, or performed militia duty, or been as- 
sessed and labored on the high-ways—and people 
of color who own freehold estates to the value of 
iwo hundred and fifty dollars, free of incumbrance, 
and pay atax on it. The distinction between vo- 
ters for governor, senate and assembly men, is abo- 
lished, 

3. Acircuit judiciary system is adopted, and the 
number of the judges of the superior court chang- 
ed from five to three. 

4. The number of assembly men is reduced from 
140 or 150 to 128, 

5. The senatorial districts are increased from 4 
to 8, 

6, The people choose their own sheriffs, coro- 
ners and clerks; and justices are to be nominated 
in the first place by the supervisors in each county, 
and the judges of the county courts respectively, 
and in case of disagreement, the governor is to se- 
lect from the nominations the requisite number, 
who hold their offices for four years. 

7, Nomember of the legislature can hold any of. 
lice, while he retains his seat—and the pay of the 
inembers is never to exceed $3 per diem. 

8, Raising money by lotteries is adbolished--and 
no bank for private purposes is to be granted, ex- 
cept with the assent of two thirds of both branches, 
_% The Canal fund and School fund are to remain 
mviolate, and the Sale Springs to remain the un- 
alienable property of the state. 

10, The constitution may be amended, by a ma. 

jority of one legislature, two thirds of a subse- 

quent one, and ratification by the people; and the 

Proposed constitution, if ratified, to be in force af- 

‘er the last duy of December, 1822. 

IN CONVENTION, 

The report of the committee, consisting of Messrs. 
N. Sanford, Buel and Wheaton, to whom was re- 
ferred the subject of incorporating and consoli- 
dating into an amended constitution, all the sec- 
tons and provisions of the existing constitution 
of this state, which are not modified, altered or 
abolished by the proceedings of this convention, 
together with the alterations and amendments, 
‘pproved or to be approved by the same 


le het the people of the state of New-York, ac- 
“owledging with gratitude the grace and bene@i- 











cence of God, in permitting us to make a free 


choice of our form of , 
this constitutien, © government, do establish 


‘ ARTICLE FIRST, 

Sec. 1. The legislative power of this state shall 
be vested in a senate and an assembly, 

Sec. 2. The senate shall consist of thirty-two 
members. The senators shall be chosen for four 
years, and shall be freeholders. The assembly 
shall consist of one hundred and twenty-eight mem- 
bers, who shall be annually elected. 

Sec. 3. A majority of each house, shall consti- 
tute a quorum to do business. Each house shall 
determine the rules of its own proceedings, and 
be the judge of the qualifications of itsown mem. 
bers. Each house shall choose its own officers; 
and the senate shall choose a temporary president, 
when the lieutenant governor shall not attend as 
president, or shall act as governor, 

Sec. 4, Each house shall keep a journal of its 
proceedings, and publish the same, except such 

arts as may require secrecy, ‘The doors of each 

ouse shall be kept open, except when the public 
welfare shall require secrecy. Neither house shall, 
without the consent of the other, adjourn for more 
than two days. 

Sec, 5. The state shall be divided into eight dis. 
tricta, to be called senate districts, each of which 
shall choose four senators, 

The first district, shall consist of the counties 
of rene Queens, Kings, Richmond and New. 
York. : 

The second district, shall consist of the counties 
of Westchester, Putnam, Dutchess, Rockland, 
Orange, Ulster and Sullivan, 

The third district, shall consist of the counties 
of Greene, Columbia, Albany, Rensselaer, Scho- 
harie and Schenectady. 

The fourth district, shall consist of the counties 
of Saratoga, Montgomery, Hamilton, Washington, 
Warren, Clinton, Essex, Franklin and St. Law. 
rence. 

The fifth district, shall consist of the counties of 
Herkimer, Oneida, Madison, Oswego, Lewis and 
Jefferson, 

The sixth district, shall consist of the counties of 
Delaware, Otsego, Chenango, Broome, Cortland, 
Tompkins and Tioga, 

The seventh district, shali consist of the counties 
of Onondaga, Cayuga, Seneca and Ontario, 

The eighth district, shall consist of the counties 
of Steuben, Livingston, Monroe, Genessee, Nia- 
fara, Evie, Allegany, Cattaraugus and Chau- 
tauque, 

And as soon as the senate shall meet, after the 
first election to be held in pursuance of this arti- 
cle, they shallcause the sewators to be divided by 
lot, into four classes, of eight in each class, so that 
every district shall have one senator of each class; 
the classes to be numbered, one, two, three and 
four. And the seats of the first class shall be va- 
cated at the end of the firat year; of the second 
class at the end of the second year; of the third 
class at the end of the third year; of the fourth 
class at the end of the fourth year; and so on con- 
tinually, in order that one senator be annually 
elected in each senate district, 

Sec. 6 An enumeration of the inhabitants of 
the state shall be taken, under the direction of the 
legislature, in the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and twenty-five, and at the end of every ten 
years thereafter; and the said districts shall be so 
aliered by the legislature, at the firet session after 


the retuen of every enumeration, that each scnate 
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district shall contain, as nearly as may be, an equal! 
number of inhabitants, excluding aliens, paupers, 
and persons of color not taxed which districts shall 
remain unaltered until the return of another enu- 
meration. But every district shall at all times 
consist of contiguous territory, and no county shall 
be divided in the formation of a senate district. 
Sec. 7. The members of the assembly shall be 
chosen by counties, and shall be apportioned 
among the several counties of the state, as nearly 
as may be, according to the numbers of their re- 
spective inhabitants, excluding aliens, paupers and | 
persons of color not taxed. An apportionment of 
members of assembly shall be made by the legisla- 
ture, at its first session after the return of every 
enumeration; and when made, shall remain unal- 


taken. But an apportionment of members of the 
assembly shall be made by the present legislature; 
and if not made by it, shall be made by the first le- 
gislature elected, under this constitution; and until 
the next apportionment shall be made, the assem- 
bly shall consist of one hundred and twenty-six) 
members, apportioned among the several counties 
as they now are. Every county heretofore estab- 
lished, and separately organized, shall always be 
entitled to one member of the assembly, and no 
new county shall hereafter be erected, unless its} 
population shall entitle it to a member. 

Sec. 8. Any bill may originate in either house of 
the legislature; and all bills passed by one house 
may be amended by the other. 

Sec. 9. The members of the legislature shall re- 
ceive for their services, a compensation to be as- 
certained by law, and paid out of the public trea. 
sury; but no increase of the compensation shall 
take effect during the year in which it shall have 
been made. And no law shall be passed, increas- 
ing the wages of the legislature beyond the sum 
of three dollars per day, unless by a majority of ail 
the members elected to both branches of the legis- 
lature; and unless its continuance shall be limjted 
to two years after the passage thereof; and the 
yeas and nays shall be taken thereon, and entered 
on the journals, 

Sec, 10, No member of the legislature shall re- 
ceive any civil appointment from the governor and 
senate, or from the legislature, during the term 
for which he shall have been elected. 

Sec. 11. No person being amember of congress, 
or holding any judicial or military office under the 
United States, shall hold a seat in the legislature. 
And if any person shall, while a member of the 
legislature, be elected to congress, or appointed to 
any office, civil or military, under the government 


vacate his seat. 
Sec. 12. Every bill which shall have passed the 
senate and assembly, shall, before it become a law, 


be presented to the governor: if he approve, he} 


shall sign it; but if not, he shall return it with his 
objections to that house in which it shall have 
originated: who shall enter the objections at large 
on their journal, and proceed to re-consider it. 
If, after such a re-consideration, two.-thi...s of the 
members present shall agree to pass the bill, it 
shall be sent, together with the objections, to the 
other house,by which it shall likewise be re-consid. 
ered;and if approved by two-thirds of the members 
present, it shall become a law. But in all such 
cases the votes of both houses shall be determined 
by yeas and nays, and the names of the persons 
voting for and against the bill, shall be entered on 





the journal of each house respectively. MW any billi 


——- 
shall not be returned bv the governor Within ¢ 
days (Sundays excepted). after it shall have b = 
presented to him, the same shall be a law, jn i 
manner as if he had signed it, unless the lepislat, : 
shall, by their adjournment, prevent its fitard, i. 
which case it shall not be a law. ty 

Sec. 13. The political year shall begin on th 
first day of January; and the legislature shall ey . 
ry year assemble on the first Tuesday of January, 
unless a different day shall be appointed by law 


Sec. 14. The next election for governor, lieyte, 
ant-governor, senators and members of asse mb] : 
shall commence on the tirst Monday of November’ 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two; ani 
allsubsequent elections shall be held at such time in 
the month of October or November as the legis), 
ture shall by law provide. 

Sec. 15, The governor, lieutenant. governor, sena, 
tors and members of assembly, first elected, unde, 
this constitution, shall enter on the duties of thejp 
respective -offices on the first day of January, one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-three; and the 
governor, lieutenant-governor, senators and mem. 
bers of assembly, now in office, shall continue ty 
hold the same until the first day of January, one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-three and no 
longer, 

Sec. 16, All officers holding their offices during 
good behaviour, nay be removed by joint resolu. 
tion of the two houses of the legislature, if two. 
thirds of all the members elected to the assembly, 
and a majority of all the members elected to the 
senate, concur thercin, 


ARTICLE SECOND. 

Sec. 1, Every male citizen of the age of twenty. 
one years, who shall have been an inhabitant of 
this state one year preceding any election, and 
for the last six months a resident of the town or 
county where he may offer his vote; and shall have, 
within the year next preceding the election, paida 
tax to the state or county, assessed u pon his real 
or personal property; or shall by law be exempt. 
ed from taxation; or being armed and equipped 
according to law, shall have performed, within that 
year, military duty in the militia of this state; or 
who shall. be exempted from performing militia 
duty in consequence of being a fireman in any city, 
town or village in this state: And also every male 
citizen of the age of twenty-one years, who shall 
have been, for three years next preceding such 
election, an inhabitant of this state, and for the last 
year a resident in the town or county where he 
may offer his vote; and shall have been, within 
the last year, assessed to labor upon the public 
high-ways, and shall have performed the labor, 0° 
paid an equivalent therefor, according to law, shall 
be entitled to vote in the town or ward where he 
actually resides, and not elsewhere, for all officers 
that now are, ur hereafter may be, elective by the 
people: But no man of color, unless he shall have 
been for three years a citizen of this state, and for 
one year next preceding any election, shall be s¢!2" 
ed and possessed of a freehold estate of the oe 
of two hundred and fifty dollars, over and above 3 
debts and incumbrances charged thereon; and shi 
have been actually rated, and paid a tax thereo! 
shall be entitled to vote at any such election. A" 
no person of color shall be subject to direct to 
tion, unless he shall be seized and possessed . 
such real estate as aforesaid, he 

See. 2. Laws may be passed, excluding from - 
right of suffrage, persons who have beem orm” 
be, convicted of infamoys crimes 
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Sec. 3. Laws shgll be made for ascertaining by 
proper proofs, the gitizens who shall be entitled to 
the right of suffrage hereby established. 

Sec, 4. All elections by the citizens shall be by 
ballot, except for such town officers may by law be 
directed to be otherwise chosen. 

; ARTICLE THIRD. | 

Sec, 1. The executive power shall be vested in 
a governor. He shall hold his office for two years; 
and « lieutenant governor shall be chosen at the 
game time, and for the same term. 

Sec, 2. No person, except a native citizen of 
the United States, shall be eligible to the office of 
governor, nor shall any person be eligible to that 
office, whoshall not be afreelolder, and shall not 
have attained the age of thirty years, and have 
been five years a resident within this state, unless 
he shall have been absent during that time, on pub- 
lx business of the United States, or of this state. 

Sec. 3. The governor and heutenant governor 
shall be elected at the times and places of choosing 
members of the legislature. The pcrsons re- 
spectively having the highest number of votes for 
governor and lieutenait governor, shall be elected; 
but in case two or more siiall have an equal and 
the highest number of votes for governor or for 
lieutenant governor, the two houses of the legisla. 
ture shall, by joint ballot, choose one of the said 
persons, so having the highest number of votes, for 
governor or heutenant governor. 

Sec. 4. The governor shall be general and com- 
mander in chief of all the militia, and admiral of 
the navy of thestate. He shall have power tocon. 
vene the legislature, or the senate only, on extra- 
ordinary occasions. He shall communicate by mes- 
sage tothe legislature at every session the condi- 
tion of the staté; and recommend such matters to 
them as he shall judge expedient. He shall trans- 
act all necessary business with the officers of go- 
vernment, civil and military. He shall expedite 
all such measures as may be resolved upon by the 
legislature, and shall take care that the laws are 
faithfully executed. He shall, at stated times, re- 
ceive for his services a compensation, which shall 
neither be increased nor diminished during the 
term for which he shall have been elected. 

Sec. 5. The governor shall have power to grant 
reprieves and pardons after conviction, for all of- 
fences except treason and cases of impeachment. 

Upon convictions for treasons, he shall have power 
to suspend the execution of the sentence until the 
case shall be reported to the legislature at its next 
meeting: when the legislature shall either pardon, 
or direct the execution of the criminal, or grant a 
farther reprieve. 

Sec. 6. In case of the impeachment of the go- 
vernor, or his removal from office, death, resigna- 
tion, or absence from the state, the powers and du- 
ties of the office shall devolve upon the lieutenant 
fFovernor until the next biennial election, or until 
the governor absent or impeached shail return or 
be acquitted. But when the governor shall, with 
the consent of the legislature, be out of the state 
in time of war, at the head of a military force there- 
of, he shall still continue commander in chief of all 
the military force of the state. 

Sec. 7. The lieutenant governor shall be presi- 
dent of the senate, but shall have only a casting vote 

therein, If, during a vacancy of the office of go- 
vernor, the lieutenant governor shall be impeach- 
ed, displaced, resign, die, or be absent from the 
state, the president of the senate shall act as 
vernor until the vacancy shall be filled, or the disa- 


ARTICLE FOURTH. | 
Sec, 1. Militia officers shallbe chosen, or appoint- 
ed, as follows: captains, subalterns, and non-com- 
missioned officers, shall be chosen by the written 
votes of the members of their respective compa- 
nies. Field officers of regiments and separate bat- 
tallions, by the written votes of the commissioned 
officers of the respective regiments and separate 
battalions. Brigadier generals by the field officers 
of their respective brigades. Major generals, bri- 
gadier generals, and commanding officers of regi- 
ments or separate battallions, shall appoint the staff 
officers of their respsctive divisions, brigades, re- 
giments, or separate battalions. 
Sec. 2, The governor shal! nominate, and with 
the consent of the senate appoint, all major gene- 
rals, brigade inspectors, and chiefs of the staff de- 
partments, except the adjutant general and com- 
missary general. The commissary general shall 
be appointed by the governor. 
Sec. 3. The legislature shall, by law, direct the 
time and manner of electing milita officers, and of 
certifying the elections to their governor. If the 
eiectors of captains, subalterns, or field officers of 
brigades, regiments, or separate battalions, shall 
neglect or refuse to make such election, after be. 
ing notified according to law, the governor shall 
fill the offices; and the persons appointed by him 
shall hold their offices until an election shall be 
made. 
Sec. 4. The commissioned officers of the mili- 
tia shall be commissioned by the governor; and no 
commissioned oflicer shall be removed from office 
unless by the senate, on the recommendation of 
the governor, stating the grounds on which such 
removal is recommended, or by the decision of a 
court martial pursuant to law. The present offi- 
cers of the milita shall hold their commissions sub - 
ject to removal as before provided. 

Sec. 5, In case the mode of election and appoint- 
ment of militia oflicers hereby directed, shall not 
be found conducive to the improvement of the mi- 
litia, the legislature may abolish the same, and 
provide by law for their appointment and removal, 
if two thirds of the members present in each house 
shall concur therein. 

Sec. 6. The secretary of state, comptroler, trea- 
surer, attorney general, surveyor general, and com- 
missary general, shall be appointed as follows:— 
The senate and assembly shall each openly nomi- 
nate one person for the said offices respectively; 
after which, they shall meet together, and if they 
shall agree in their nominations, the persdns so no- 
minated shall be appointed to the office for which 
he shall be nominated. If they shall disagree, the 
appointment shall be made by the jojnt ballot of 
the senators and members of sonnet The trea- 
surer shall be chosen annually. ‘The secretary of 
state, comptroler, attorney general, surveyor ge- 
neral, and commissary general, shall hold their of. 
fices for three years, unless sooner removed by con- 
current resolution of the senate and assembly, 

Sec. 7. The governor shall nominate, by mes. 
sage in writing, and with the consent of the senate, 
stuGkiappoint all judicial officers, except justices 
of the peace, who shall be appointed in manner 
following, that is to say: The boards of supervisors 
in every county in this state, shall, at such times as 
the legislature may direct, meet together; and they, 
or a majority of them so assembled, shall nominate 
a list of persons, equal in number to the justices of 


go-| the peace, to be appointed in the several towns in 


the respective counties. And the judges of the 
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jority of them, shall meet and also nominate a list of 


the like number of persons; and it shall be the duty 


-of the said boards of supervisors, and judges of 


county courts, to compare such lists, at such time 
and place as the legislature may direct; and if, on 
such comparison, the said boards of supervisors 
and judges of county courts, shall agree in their no- 
minations, in all, or in part, they shall file a certifi- 
cate of the nominations in which they shall agree, in 
the office of the clerk of the county; and the persons 
or persons nominated on both lists, shall be justices 
of the peace; and in case of disagreement in whole, 
or in part, it shall be the farther duty of the said 
boards of supervisors and judges respectively, to 
transmit their said lists so far as they disagree in the 
same, to the governor, who shall select from the 
said lists, and appoint so many justices of the peace, 
as shall be requsite to fill the vacancies. Eve 
person appointed a justice of the peace, shall hold 
his office for four years, unless removed by the 
county court for causes particularly assigned by the 
judges of the said court. And no justice of the 
peace shall be removed, until he shall have notice 
of the charges made against him, and an opportuni- 
ty of being heard in his defence. 

Sec. 8. Sheriffs, and clerks of counties, includ- 
ing the register and clerk of the city and county of 
New-York, shall be chosen by the electors of the 
respective counties, once in three years, and as 
often as vacancies shali happen. Sheriffs shall hold 


no other office, and be ineligible for the next three 


yexurs after the termination of their offices. They 
may be required by law, to renew their security 


* from time to time; and in default of giving such 


new security, their offices shall be deemed vacant. 
But the county shall never be made responsible for 
the acts of thesheriff. And the governor may re- 
move anv. such sheriff, clerk or register, at any 
time within the three years, for which he shall be 
elected, giving to such sheriff, clerk, or register, a 
copy of the charge against him, and an opportunity 
of being heard in his defence, before any removal 
shall be made. 

Sec. 9. The clerks of courts, except those clerks 
whose appointment is provided for in the preced- 


ing section, shall be appeinted by the courts of 


which they respectively are clerks; and district at- 
tornies, by the county courts. Clerks of courts, 
and districts attorneys, shall hold their offices for 
three years, unless sooner removed by the courts 
appointing them. ene 

Sec. 10. The mayors of ail the cities in this state, 
shall be appointed annually, by the common coun- 
cils of the respective cities. 

Sec. 11. So many coroners as the legislature 
may direct, not exceeding four for each county, 
shail be elected in the same manner as sheriffs are 
directed to be elected, and shall hold their offices 
for the same term, and be removable in like man- 

r. 
ae 12. The governor shall nominate, and with 
the consent of the senate, appoint masters and ex- 
aminers in chancery; who shall hold their offices 
for three years, unless sooner removed, by the se- 
nate, onthe recommendation of the governor.— 
The registers and assistant registers, shall be ap- 
pointed by the chancellor, and hold their offices 
during his pleasure. 

Sec. 13. The clerk of the court of oyer and ter- 
miner, and general sessions of the peace in and for 
the city and county of New-York, shall be appoint- 





eee 


said city, and hold his office during the pleasure of 
the said court: and such clerks. and other officers of 
courts, whose appointments is not herein provided 
for, shall be appointed by the several courts, oy 
by the governor, with the consent of the senate, as 
may be directed by law. 

Sec. 14. The special justices, and the assistant 
justices, and their clerks, in the city of New-York, 
shall be appointed by the corporation of the said 
city; and shall hold their offices for the same term 
that the justices of the peace, in the other counties 
of this state, hold their offices, and shall be remoya. 
ble in like manner. 

Sec. 15. All officers heretofore elective by the 
people, shall continue to be elected; and all other 
officers, whose appointment is not provided for by 
this constitution, and all officers whose offices may 
be hereafter created by law, shall be elected by the 
people, or appointed, as may by law be directed, 

Sec. 16. Where the duration of any office is not 
prescribed by this constitution, it may be declared 
by law; and if not so declared, such office shall be 
held during the pleasure of the authority making 
the appointment. 

ARTICLE FIFTH. 

Sec. 1. The court for the trial of impeachments 
and the correction of errors, shall consist of the 
president of the senate, the senators, the chancel. 
lor, and judges of the supreme court, or the major 
part of them; but when an impeachment shall be 
prosecuted against the chancellor, or any judge of 
the supreme court, the person so impeached shall 
be suspended from exercising his office until his 
acquittal; and when an appeal from a decree in 
chancery shall be heard, the chancellor shall in- 
form the court of the reasons for his decree, but 
shall have no voice in the final sentence: and when 
a writ of error shall be brought on a judgment of 
the supreme court, the judges of that court shall 
assign the reasons for their judgment, but shall not 
have a voice for its affirmance or reversal. 

Sec. 2 The assembly shall have the power of im- 
peaching all officers of this state for misconduct in 
office: but a majority of all the members elected, 
shall concur in an impeachment. Before the trial 
of an impeachment the members of the court shall 
take an oath or affirmation, truly and impartially to 
try and datermine the charge in question, accord- 
ing to evidence; and no person shall be convicted 
without the concurrence of two thirds of the mem- 
bers present. Judgment, in cases of impeachment, 
shall not extend farther than the removal from of- 
fice, and disqualification to hold and enjoy, any of- 
fice of honor, trust, or profit under thisstate: but the 
party convicted shall be {liable to indictment and 
punishment according to law. 

Sec. 3. The chancellor and judges of the su- 
preme court, shall hold their offices during good 
behaviour, or until they shall attain the age of sixty 
years. 

Sec. 4. The supreme court shall consist of 4 
chief justice and two justices. 

Sec. 5. The state shall be divided, by law, into 
a convenient number of districts, not less than four, 
nor exceeding eight, subject to alteration by the 
legislature, from time to time, as the public good 
may require; for each of which a district judge 
shall be appointed, in the same manner, and hold 
his office by the same tenure, as the justices of the 
supreme court; and who shall possess the powers 
of a justice of the supreme court at chambers, and 


ed by the court of general sessions of the peace in | in the trial of issues joined in the supreme court, 
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